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1. Introduction
[bookmark: OLE_LINK13]In RANP#99, the new WID on NR channel raster enhancement was approved and one of the objectives is to specify the corresponding UE capability if needed to enable the channel raster enhancement [3].
	3. Specify the corresponding UE capability, if needed, to enable changes to the channel raster [RAN2, RAN4]:
· RAN4 is to identify the release of the specifications 38.101-1 and 38.104 and the possibility of early implementation. If corresponding capability signalling is provided for early implementation and such early implementation is possible, the change is to be release independent from the identified release.
NOTE: Changes to channel raster need to be compliant with the definition of global channel raster in RAN4 specification.


And during RAN4#106bis-e, in addition to the agreed workplan [1], a way forward was also agreed with these open issues identified regarding to the capability [2]:
	Open issues (to be further discussed once RAN4 has agreed on one of the alternatives):
FFS whether/how a new UE capability would be specified to support the WI objectives
FFS if UE capability should be per band or per UE.
FFS from which release should the UE capability be applicable.



In this contribution, we provide our views on these open issues and the corresponding proposals.
2. Discussion
The main purpose of enhancing channel raster is to make network to allocate a narrower UE specific channel bandwidth in a wider BS channel bandwidth always possible, and it is critical for the network to be aware of which UEs have such capability and able to differentiate the new UE with enhanced channel raster capability from legacy UEs, thus UEs supporting enhanced channel raster should report this capability to the network.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK7]Proposal 1: To help network to differentiate enhanced channel raster capable UEs from legacy UEs, a new optional UE capability should be introduced to support the feature.
Regarding the reporting granularity of the new optional capability, it is practically not sensible that a UE can support the enhanced channel raster for some bands, but at the same time it does not support the feature for other bands, thus a per-UE capability should be sufficient.
Proposal 2: Introduce the optional UE capability supporting enhanced channel raster as per-UE capability.
Regarding its early implementation, this channel raster enhancement is an independent feature, and it is only applicable to RRC_CONNECTED state, thus it can be implemented early from Rel-15, however, if some potential NBC issue is identified, at least the early implementation can be from Rel-17.
Proposal 3: The optional UE capability can be implemented early from Rel-15 if no potential NBC issue is identified, otherwise, early implementation can be from Rel-17. 
3. Conclusion
In this contribution we have the following proposals for NR enhanced channel raster capability:
Proposal 1: To help network to differentiate enhanced channel raster capable UEs from legacy UEs, a new optional UE capability should be introduced to support the feature. 
Proposal 2: Introduce the optional UE capability supporting enhanced channel raster as per-UE capability.
Proposal 3: The optional UE capability can be implemented early from Rel-15 if no potential NBC issue is identified, otherwise, early implementation can be from Rel-17.
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