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Introduction
The slidelink (SL) work was started in RAN4 from the #106 meeting in Feb. 2023 [1]. RAN4 will focus on FR1 unlicensed bands n46, n96, and n102 [2]. The sidelink operation in part of the unlicensed bands in North America is prohibited by regulations including the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) in and USA and the Innovation, Science And Economic Development Canada (ISED) in Canada. The sidelink operating bands will be defined in clause 5.1 in TR 38.786 [3], and probably in TS 38.101-1. We propose to add a note in the sidelink operating bands description clauses regarding local regulatory rules.
Our understanding is SL-U focus on indoor scenarios. SL-U in outdoor operations, e.g., V2X or UAV, needs to further check regulatory rules, and a corresponding coexistence study is required. 
FCC and ISED Rules
In FCC rules Part 15.407(a)(3)(v), sidelink is prohibited in the 5.850-5.895 GHz band, which is the upper part of band n46.
“In the 5.850-5.895 GHz band, client devices must operate under the control of an indoor access point. In all cases, an exception exists for transmitting brief messages to an access point when attempting to join its network after detecting a signal that confirms that an access point is operating on a particular channel. Access points may connect to other access points. Client devices are prohibited from connecting directly to another client device.”

In FCC rules Part 15.407(d)(5), sidelink is prohibited in the 5.925-7.125 GHz band, which is the entire band n96. 
“In the 5.925-7.125 GHz band, client devices, except fixed client devices, must operate under the control of a standard power access point, indoor access point or subordinate devices; Subordinate devices must operate under the control of an indoor access point. In all cases, an exception exists for transmitting brief messages to an access point when attempting to join its network after detecting a signal that confirms that an access point is operating on a particular channel. Access points and subordinate devices may connect to other access points or subordinate devices. Client devices are prohibited from connecting directly to another client device.”
Observation 1: “Client devices are prohibited from connecting directly to another client device” in the 5.850-5.895 and 5.925-7.125 GHz bands per FCC rules in the USA.
In ISED rules RSS-248 clause 4.8.3(a), sidelink is prohibited in the 5.925-7.125 GHz band, which is the entire band n96.
“Standard client devices and low-power client devices shall not connect directly to another standard client device or low-power client device;”
Observation 2: “Standard client devices and low-power client devices shall not connect directly to another standard client device or low-power client device;” in the 5.925-7.125 GHz bands per ISED rules in Canada.

Proposal 1: Add a note in TR 38.786 and/or TS 38.101-1 in the clause about the sidelink operating bands: “Sidelink operation in the frequency range 5.850 – 7.125 GHz is prohibited in USA, and in the frequency range 5.925 – 7.125 GHz is prohibited in Canada per regulatory rules. The band is applicable only in countries/regions where sidelink operation is allowed.”
SL-U for outdoor V2X and UAV operations
Rel-18 sidelink enhancement [1] for unlicensed spectrum identified evaluation scenarios [6], where evaluation scenarios are covering indoor scenarios. Also, based on TR 37.890 [8] capturing unlicensed spectrum use for 6GHz in global regulations, many regions allow low-power indoor operation and very low power in 6GHz (if allow client-to-client communications). Given coexistence evaluation scenarios are focused on indoor scenarios and regulation status on 6GHz, we consider SL-U operation is not applicable to vehicular UEs. 
Proposal 2: Add a note in TR 38.786 and/or TS 38.101-1, “n96 and/or n102, SL-U operation is excluded for vehicular UEs.” 
Spectrum for Uncrewed Aerial Vehicles (UAV) broadcast operation (BRID/DAA) has been discussed in RANP#99, and the objective of WID [ref to RP-230782] is agreed as ”Specify the support for UAV identification broadcast (BRID) in NR PC5. Support of DAA using the same framework as BRID without DAA specific enhancements can be considered [RAN2]. Note: UAV use of NR PC5 is to be used only in designated bands as defined in regulation for BRID/DAA use.”
Based on UAV WID, UAV BRID will be specified based on sidelink operation, where RAN4 is working on SL-U bands. A clarification whether existing SL-U bands are applicable for UAV BRID operation seems necessary. As there is no identified unlicensed spectrum as designated band for UAV BRID/DAA by the regulatory body, we propose to add a clarification to exclude UAV BRID operation in SL-U bands. 
Proposal 3: In SL bands n46, n96, and n102, add a note “UAV BRID/DAA operation is not applicable in this band.”
Conclusion
Observation 1: “Client devices are prohibited from connecting directly to another client device” in the 5.850-5.895 and 5.925-7.125 GHz bands per FCC rules in the USA.
Observation 2: “Standard client devices and low-power client devices shall not connect directly to another standard client device or low-power client device;” in the 5.925-7.125 GHz bands per ISED rules in Canada.
Proposal 1: Add a note in TR 38.786 and/or TS 38.101-1 clause about the sidelink operating bands: “Sidelink operation in the frequency range 5850 – 7125 MHz is prohibited in USA, and in the frequency range 5925 – 7125 MHz is prohibited in Canada per regulatory rules. The band is applicable only in countries/regions where sidelink operation is allowed.”
Proposal 2: Add a note in TR 38.786 and/or TS 38.101-1, “n96 and/or n102, SL-U operation is excluded for vehicular UEs.”
Proposal 3: In SL bands n46, n96, and n102, add a note “UAV BRID/DAA operation is not applicable in this band.”
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