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1. Introduction
The following proposal was endorsed in RAN #99. The contribution provides our views on the RAN task. 
· UL/SUL indicator field is excluded from a DCI format 0_X.
· Task RAN4 to assess the additional, if any, RAN4 specification impact and UE implementation impact for a UE configured with two serving cells, each with SUL; report to RAN#100 with the goal of striving for potential normative work supporting the case where a UE is configured with two serving cells, each with SUL
· E.g., whether back-to-back transmissions between two SUL carriers and back-to-back transmissions between SUL carrier and non-corresponding NUL carrier could be supported without any switching period, or 
· E.g., whether it is only feasible to support such configuration in the UL Tx switching framework with UE capability based switching period
· Example band combinations are referred to in RP-223553 (RP-230719)
· Further check the status in RAN#100
2. Discussion
Firstly, it is known that the new Rel-18 WID on NR CA band combinations with two SUL cells was approved in RAN #98, and the first big CR for the WI was agreed in RAN4 #106 [1]. So, it is clear that the band configurations with two serving cells and each cell with one SUL band have already been supported from RAN4 perspective.
Observation 1: With the big CR for NR CA band combinations with two SUL cells agreed in RAN4 #106, it is clear that the band configurations with two serving cells and each cell with one SUL band have already been supported from RAN4 perspective.

Secondly, regarding the first sub-bullet from the RAN task, to support the back-to-back transmissions between two SUL carriers and back-to-back transmissions between SUL carrier and non-corresponding NUL carrier without any switching period, three additional uplink configurations need to be added on top of the RAN4 agreed CR. Taking CA_n41A-n95A_n79A-n98A as example, the three UL CA configurations in red need to be added in RAN4 specification.
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Considering the UE implementation, we don’t see any UE implementation issue since the number of bands in uplink configuration is still 2.
Proposal 1: To support the back-to-back transmissions between two SUL carriers and back-to-back transmissions between SUL carrier and non-corresponding NUL carrier without any switching period, 
· From RAN4 specification perspective, three additional uplink configurations need to be added on top of the RAN4 agreed CR. Taking CA_n41A-n95A_n79A-n98A as example, the three UL CA configurations in red need to be added.
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· From UE implementation perspective, there in no issue since the number of bands in uplink configuration is still 2.

Thirdly, regarding the second sub-bullet from the RAN task, we think it is feasible to support such configuration in the Rel-18 UL Tx switching framework with UE capability based switching period, and without any additional RAN4 specification impact.
Considering the UE implementation, we don’t see any additional UE implementation issue as well. 
Proposal 2: It is feasible to support such configuration in the Rel-18 UL Tx switching framework with UE capability based switching period, and without any additional RAN4 specification impact. In additional, there is no UE implementation issue.
3. Conclusion
The contribution discussed the band configuration with two serving cells and each cell with one SUL band, with the following observation and proposals:
Observation 1: With the big CR for NR CA band combinations with two SUL cells agreed in RAN4 #106, it is clear that the band configurations with two serving cells and each cell with one SUL band have already been supported from RAN4 perspective.
Proposal 1: To support the back-to-back transmissions between two SUL carriers and back-to-back transmissions between SUL carrier and non-corresponding NUL carrier without any switching period, 
· From RAN4 specification perspective, three additional uplink configurations need to be added on top of the RAN4 agreed CR. Taking CA_n41A-n95A_n79A-n98A as example, the three UL CA configurations in red need to be added.
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· From UE implementation perspective, there in no issue since the number of bands in uplink configuration is still 2.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Proposal 2: It is feasible to support such configuration in the Rel-18 UL Tx switching framework with UE capability based switching period, and without any additional RAN4 specification impact. In additional, there is no UE implementation issue.
4. References
[1]  R4-2300811, Big CR for NR CA band combinations with two SUL cells, RAN4 #106, CMCC, Feb 2023.

