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1. Overall Description:

RAN WG4 would like to thank RAN for the WI on NR support for dedicated spectrum less than 5MHz for FR1. RAN4 has discussed the WI and has some questions on the meaning of dedicated spectrum.
The WI is specified for dedicated spectrum. While there may be dedicated new spectrum in new bands, where there is no legacy deployment, there are also bands n8, n26 and n28 listed in the WI, where there are already worldwide spectrum allocations, deployments and legacy UEs available. Depending on the design of the requirements and system parameters for the 3MHz bandwidth, legacy UEs in these legacy bands may be affected in their normal operation on these legacy bands. It would be helpful, if RAN can elaborate on what deployment scenarios are considered and what is meant with dedicated spectrum.
Question 1: Is it planned to deploy the less than 5MHz channels in legacy bands, where there are already legacy UEs and networks operating and could be affected by the new channel?
Question 2: In the case of positive answer to question 1, there would not be dedicated spectrum available, but an already standardized band would be used, is it intended to extend the WI covering spectrum beyond the dedicated new spectrum and including this channel BW to the legacy standardized bands or would the “dedicated spectrum” restriction be removed?
Question 3: In the case of keeping the “dedicated spectrum” restriction, will RAN remove the legacy bands (n8, n26, n28) without dedicated spectrum from the WI keeping only the new bands like n100 with dedicated spectrum?

Question 4: Which features are expected to be considered or not to be considered in less than 5MHz deployments considered in this WI, e.g., CA, DC, RedCap?

2. Actions: RAN4 kindly requests RAN to take this information and responses into account in their future work.
3. Dates of Next RAN WG4 Meetings:

TSG RAN WG4 Meeting #106bis-e
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Electronic
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