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1. Introduction
During RAN4#104-e, the working procedure for band combination basket WI had been discussed under the “on simplification of band combination specification for NR and LTE” study item. Some agreements below related to the fallbacks had been made in the summery [1].
	Issue 2-2A: When is the appropriate submission deadline for a new band combination request?

· Same deadline as RAN4 Tdoc submission.

· No request of adding new band combinations into basket WIs will be handled for bis-meeting and ad hoc meeting.

· No new band combination is allowed to be requested after the deadline

· It is allowed to only correct the missing fallback and add more supporting companies for the proposed band combinations.
Issue 2-2E: How to ensure the higher order combination not earlier than the lower order combinations in the spec?

· Document the definition of fall back modes and the rules related to fall back mode in RAN4 TR

· The big CRs for higher and lower order band combinations should be agreed in the same meeting.

· The rapporteurs do not have blank rows in the WID spreadsheets to facilitate the readers to sort out the interested band combinations.


And those agreements have been further discussed and refined to a WF for band combinations request and fallback rules [3]. The WF and the discussion in the past mostly focus on the rules for checking the fallback status when requesting, and ensuring all of the fallbacks are completed when considering a band combination is completed and allowed to be added to the specifications. However, we never discuss or agree on a rule regarding what to do when there are missing fallbacks for the combinations which are already in the specifications.
In this contribution, we try to initiate the discussion on what to do when there are missing fallbacks in the specification.
2. Discussion

As mentioned in previous section, a WF for band combinations request and fallback rules was agreed in RAN4#104-e [3], the content is listed below:
	–
Request for additions of band combinations to this WI shall be provided using an agreed template and sent to the 3GPP_TSG_RAN_WG4_NR_BANDS email reflector before a RAN4 Tdoc submission deadline and no new band combinations are allowed to be requested after the deadline except to correct the missing fallback and add more supporting companies for the proposed band combinations.

–
When a proponent requests a new band combination, all the next level fallback configurations shall be listed and recorded in the request template and the status (“New”, “Ongoing”, “Completed”) of all the fallback configurations shall be declared accurately and clearly. For “New” fallback configurations, the proponent shall ensure these fallback configurations are also requested together with the higher order band combination in the same meeting.

–
A band combination configuration can only be considered as completed when all of the fallback configurations are completed and specified in advance or at the same meeting. It is the responsibility of the proponent to ensure the status of all of the fallback mode configurations. Rapporteurs and other companies are encouraged to check the status of all of the fallback configurations once the higher order band combinations are declared as completed.


Based on above, it is stated that a band combination configuration can only be considered as completed when all of the fallback configurations are completed and specified in advance or at the same meeting. And the proponent is responsible to ensure the status of all of the fallback mode configurations. However, the rule does not mention what is the consequence if a band combination that had missing fallbacks is already entered in the specification.
It is mentioned in a contribution in RAN4#105 [4] as an observation that thorough checking of fallback completion is in the best interest of the proponent since the discovery of a missing fallback would result in the combination having to be removed from the specification.
However, based on our observation, RAN4 probably never or rarely removed a combination from the specification due to the missing fallbacks. Instead, several CRs were directly provided to RAN4 or even RAN meeting to make up for the missing fallbacks.
Observation 1: Although RAN4 emphasized that a band combination configuration can only be considered as completed when all of the fallback configurations are completed and specified in advance or at the same meeting, RAN4 rarely removed a combination from the specification due to the missing fallbacks.
For the frozen release, since the work item is already closed, it seems that there is no other choice but to add the missing fallbacks via the CR directly if it is decided not to remove that combination. However, for the open release, if there are missing fallbacks for a given combination in the specification or basket work items, based on TR 38.862 [5], the missing fallbacks shall also be requested before the specification work, following the workflow of introducing a band combination. And the traceability of the band combination status will be improved as well. And note that based on the band combinations request and fallback rules in [2], correcting the missing fallbacks after the deadline is allowed.
Therefore, we would like to trigger the discussion in RAN4 on the following proposal.
Proposal 1: RAN4 to discuss the rules when there exist missing fallbacks for a combination in the specifications or basket work items, and agree on the following rule at least.

- If there are missing fallbacks for a given combination in the specifications or basket work items of an open release, the missing fallbacks shall also be requested via the agreed template before adding to the specification.
3. Conclusion

One observation and one proposal are made in this contribution, as below.
Observation 1: Although RAN4 emphasized that a band combination configuration can only be considered as completed when all of the fallback configurations are completed and specified in advance or at the same meeting, RAN4 rarely removed a combination from the specification due to the missing fallbacks.
Proposal 1: RAN4 to discuss the rules when there exist missing fallbacks for a combination in the specifications or basket work items, and agree on the following rule at least.

- If there are missing fallbacks for a given combination in the specifications or basket work items of an open release, the missing fallbacks shall also be requested via the agreed template before adding to the specification.
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