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1	Introduction 
After the RAN#86 meeting, the Rel-17 WI was approved that aimed at enabling the 5G/NR radio access technology for non-terrestrial satellite deployments [1]. One of the WI objectives was to define and introduce the corresponding bands into the 3GPP specifications. The outcome of these discussions was two NTN bands – L-band and S-band – which were added as bands n255 and n256, respectively, to the Rel-17 core specifications. However, already that time it was noted that there exist other satellite deployments that use mixed L-/S-band pairing, whereupon the UL part is one the L-band, while the DL part is one the S-band. To limit the overall workload in Rel-17, it was decided by RAN WG4 to focus on L- and S-bands with the common understanding that other potential NTN bands should follow the "normal" process of submitting a new spectrum WI. So, during the RAN#98 meeting a new Rel-18 NTN spectrum WI was agreed with the objective of adding support for a new NTN band where the UL is on the L-band and the DL is on the S-band [2].
In this paper we present a workplan for the new spectrum WI with preliminary steps and actions for the next RAN WG4 technical meetings. 
2	Workplan for the NTN L-/S-band 
The proposed workplan for the new spectrum WI for the NTN L-/S-band is as presented below. Current WI target deadline for the core part is the September TSG RAN meeting, i.e. there will be four technical RAN WG4 meetings to complete the core part of this work.
1) RAN4#106 (February/March 2023, F2F)
-	Identification of the system and RF parameters that need further discussions.
-	If possible and applicable, make initial agreements on which system and RF parameters can be inherited from the existing NTN and/or terrestrial bands.
-	Endorsement of draft running CRs capturing agreements made during the meeting.
2)	RAN4#106bis (April 2023, electronic)
-	Further discussions on the system and RF aspects that need further technical analysis.
-	Endorsement of draft running CRs capturing agreements made during the meeting.
3)	RAN4#107 (May 2023, F2F)
-	Further discussions on the system and RF aspects aiming at reaching final conclusions on the open issues.
-	Endorsement of draft running CRs capturing agreements made during the meeting.
4)	RAN4#108 (August 2023, F2F)
-	Finalisation of the core system and RF aspects.
-	Approval of the CRs for the core specifications.
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3	Conclusions
In this discussion paper we have presented the workplan for the new NTN spectrum WI that aim to add support for the new satellite band with UL on the L-band and DL on the S-band.
Proposal:	Agree the proposed workplan for the NTN L-/S-band spectrum WI.
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