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1. Introduction

The following agreement was captured in RAN4-104bis-e [1]. 

Proposal 1: RAN4 should further clarify whether the scope is to adopt more defined channel models in Rel-16 for FR1 MIMO OTA requirements, or to define more brand-new FR1 channel models in Rel-18. RAN4 should further check if there is a need to adopt/define more channel models. The introduction of more FR1 channel models should base on operator’s request.
This contribution further discusses whether new channel models are needed or not for FR1 Release 18 work.
2. Discussion
The role of channel model in MIMO OTA performance tests is to separate devices in term of their performances. This would enable operators or consumers to choose among devices available on commercial markets. One characteristic to fulfil such requirement is that a channel model can produce a wide range of performance variation. In other words, if device performances measured over a channel model only vary by a narrow range, e.g. 1 or 2 dB, then it is difficult to separate devices with good performances from those with less than desired performances.
The results from test campaign given in Table 1 and 2 of [2] for n41 and n78 show TRMS variation range of 7dB and 6dB at 70% throughput, respectively. Such performance variation ranges are sufficient to rank devices according to their performances. 
With current channel models achieve the aim, there is no need to introduce additional channel models for release 18. Because new channel models should not be introduced purely for the sake of tests. Besides, introduction of new channel models would incur considerable amount of work such as channel validation. In other words, work load and its associated benefit need to be balanced.
Proposal 1: there is no need to introduce new channel models because the available channel models are sufficient to distinguish devices by their performances.
3. Conclusions
This contribution makes the following proposals.
Proposal 1: there is no need to introduce new channel models because the available channel models are sufficient to distinguish devices by their performances.
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