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1. Overall Description:
RAN WG4 would like to thank RAN WG2 for the positive response confirming that it is possible to extend the range of the NS values. 

With regards to the potential solution and related questions, RAN WG4 indicates that:

-	All existing NR bands (both licensed and unlicensed) have less than 7 different NS values. Thus, it is possible to label the highest value "7" as RESERVED for the purpose of introduction of the extended NS range.

-	Since the first unlicensed NR bands were introduced in Rel-16, it would be preferrable to introduce the extended NS range starting from Rel-16. Otherwise Rel-16 UEs implementing the NR-U functionality will not be able to support regulatory requirements from some countries. 

-	To limit potential impact to legacy device and licensed bands, it is possible to consider a clarification that the extended NS range is applicable only to the unlicensed bands for earlier releases.

-	For now, RAN WG4 has not identified a need to have the extended NS range for the licensed bands. For the sake of future flexibility RAN WG4 would like to keep the possibility open to enable the extension IE to licensed bands in a later release. 
 

2. Actions:
To RAN WG2 group.
ACTION: 	RAN WG4 asks RAN WG2 to take this information into account.



3. Date of Next RAN WG4 Meetings:
RAN WG4#106		10th – 19th October 2022	E-meeting	
RAN WG4#106bis		14th – 18th November 2022	Canada
