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1. Introduction
The intent of this paper is to address the handling of LTE UL combination CA_41A-41A in Release 18. As there is currently no basket WI for new LTE intra-band combinations, a way forward is needed.
2. Discussion
Background
There is currently no work item for handling new intra-band LTE combinations. It was agreed in RAN#96 that a single basket work item will cover all LTE combinations for Release 18 which can be found in [1]; however, this basket WI does not allow for new intra-band combinations. Contiguous CA for band 8 is the currently the only LTE intra-band work in Release 18 and this is handled by a dedicated work item in [2]. As Vodafone wish to request work on UL CA_41A-41A, it needs to be clarified how this can be handled.
Observation 1: Existing release 18 work items for LTE band combinations are unable to accommodate UL CA_41A-41A or any new LTE intra-band CA requests.
The Vodafone DL combinations associated with the request for UL CA_41A-41A include the following:

· CA_1A-41A-41A

· CA_3A-41A-41A

· CA_8A-41A-41A

· CA_1A-3A-41A-41A

· CA_1A-8A-41A-41A

· CA_3A-8A-41A-41A

· CA_1A-3A-8A-41A-41A

Possible Ways Forward
Following some offline discussion, it would appear there are several ways the UL CA_41A-41A request could be handled:
1. Update RP-221831 [1] at RAN #97e to also cover ALL intra-band combos
a.  This will mean that RP-221846 [2] will be merged with Vodafone's case into a revision of RP-221831 [1]

b. One LTE CA basket WI for all
2. Leave RP-221831 [1] as an inter-band LTE CA WI with 2<=x<=6
a. Create a new intra-band LTE CA basket WI and merge RP-221846 [2] with Vodafone's case
b. One LTE inter-band basket WI and one LTE intra-band basket WI
3. Leave RP-221831 [1] as an inter-band LTE CA WI with 2<=x<=6 and RP-221846 as a non-basket n8 intra-band CA WI

a. Establish a non-basket WI for the intra-band UL CA_41A-41A case (one band only) 
b. One LTE inter-band basket WI and 2 LTE intra-band non-basket Wis
c. Any other new intra-band request will need its own WI

The decision needs to be taken at RAN#97e, but it would be helpful to reach consensus in RAN4 beforehand on which approach is preferred. Vodafone’s preference is to proceed with either option 1 or 2 to prevent the need for creating too many new work items.
Proposal 1: Update RP-221831 to accommodate LTE intra-band combinations OR merge RP-221846 with UL CA_41A-41A into an LTE intra-band basket WI.
3. Conclusion
Observation 1: Existing release 18 work items for LTE band combinations are unable to accommodate UL CA_41A-41A or any new LTE intra-band CA requests.
Proposal 1: Update RP-221831 to accommodate LTE intra-band combinations OR merge RP-221846 with UL CA_41A-41A into an LTE intra-band basket WI.
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