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1	Introduction 
Basket WID on adding channel bandwidth support to existing NR bands [1] was revised to include 100 MHz CBW for unlicensed bands n46 and n96 in Rel-17. In this contribution we propose to define 100 MHz channel bandwidth as optional.

2	Discussion 
For NR- U bands n46 and n96 the minimum requirements were defined in Rel-16 for the channel bandwidths 20 MHz, 40 MHz, 60 MHz and 80 MHz. And even though FR1 core specifications support the maximum channel bandwidth of up to 100MHz, it was consciously decided to consider channels up to 80MHz catering for better co-existence with other technologies working in the license-exempt bands. Thus, baseline Rel-16 NR-U devices will support NR-U channels only up to 80MHz. At the same time, as already mentioned in the Introduction section, NR-U 100MHz channel will be considered starting from Rel-17 UE devices.

Since the baseline Rel-16 NR-U devices will not support the 100MHz channel, the network will anyway have to check the UE capability before configuring 100 MHz channel bandwidth. For each band a UE reports the bitmap indicating which channels it supports, and the Rel-16 NR-U devices will not indicate support for the 100MHz channel. In other words, it is not possible to assume that 100 MHz CBW configuration is supported for all UEs and the actual network deployments will have to use 20-80MHz channels as the baseline configuration, whereupon the 100MHz channel can be configured only to those devices which indicate the support for it. From that perspective there is no compelling reasons to mandate support of the 100MHz channel for the NR-U devices. 

Therefore, in our view 100 MHz channel bandwidth for the unlicensed bands (i.e., n46, n96, n102) should be defined as optional.


Proposal 1:	RAN4 should define 100 MHz channel bandwidth for the unlicensed bands as optional.
3	Conclusions
This contribution provides our view on the introduction of 100 MHz channel bandwidth for unlicensed bands.

Proposal 1:	RAN4 should define 100 MHz channel bandwidth for the unlicensed bands as optional.
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