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Introduction
In RAN4#102e, the TP in [1] was agreed for insertion in TR38.862, which covered the guidelines related to band combinations that were agreed as “not for block approval” in Release 17. Amongst these, the critical cases are for band combinations that have intra-band ULCA included in their UL configuration. In this contribution, we make a proposal to have dedicated baskets for two bands and three bands DL BC with UL configurations including intra-band ULCA. Band combinations in these baskets would be treated in the "not for block approval" AI like in Release 17.
Discussion
After introducing intra-band NR ULCA in Release 16, in Release 17 new UL configurations for inter-band NR CA and ENDC that included intra-band ULCA were requested. Since this generated new IMDs or triple beat products MSDs that are not covered in the templates for block approval and there was not available specification framework for theses, it was decided in RAN plenary that these would be treated in a specific “not for block approval” A.I. with discussion papers and with the attention from UE MSD experts.
Although RAN4 was able to treat several cases where only IMDs of two intra-band UL CCs are a concern and derive guidelines that can be found in [1], the triple beat cases are still requiring further development to have a solid specification framework.
Also, it has been very difficult to follow the requests and completion of such band combinations, especially as many cases have been added using direct CRs or submitted in the block approval AI. As a result, a number of cases have been added in 38.101-1 and 38.101-3 without proper analysis as discussed in [2].

To have a proper management of such combinations we propose that dedicated basket WI are created in Release 18 and treated in the “not for block approval” AI. 

This would correspond to the following cases:
· Two band inter-band NRCA with one band UL and two UL contiguous or non-contiguous CC (cases like CA_nXXA-nYYBorCor(2A) with nYYBorCor(2A) UL, IMD case only)
· Two band inter-band NRCA with two band UL and contiguous UL CCs (cases like CA_nXXAorBorC-nYYBorC with CA_nXXAorBorC-nYYBorC UL, IMD and triple beat cases)
· Two band inter-band ENDC with two band UL and contiguous UL CCs (cases like DC_XXAorBorC-nYYBorC with DC_XXAorBorC-nYYBorC UL, IMD and triple beat cases)
· Three band inter-band NRCA with two band UL and contiguous UL CCs (triple beat cases in third band)
· Three band inter-band ENDC with two band UL and contiguous UL CCs (triple beat cases in third band)
· Where there is simultaneous Tx/Rx between the UL configuration and a DL band
· Once these band combinations are treated and requirement agreed, the higher order versions can be introduced using CRS in the block approval AI. 

The pre-requisite to present contributions for such combinations is to follow the normal number of band hierarchy (fallback first) and the DL version and the non-intra-band ULCA UL configurations should already be approved in the block approval process.

By taking this approach, we can make sure these types of combinations are properly tracked and related MSD analyzed, we thus make the following proposal.

Proposal:
· A few dedicated basket WI are created in Release 18 and treated in the “not for block approval” AI to cover:
· Two band inter-band NRCA with one band UL with two UL contiguous or non-contiguous CC (IMD case only)
· Two band inter-band NRCA with two band UL and contiguous UL CCs (IMD and triple beat cases)
· Two band inter-band ENDC with two band UL and contiguous UL CCs (IMD and triple beat cases)
· Three band inter-band NRCA with two band UL and contiguous UL CCs (triple beat cases in third band)
· Three band inter-band ENDC with two band UL and contiguous UL CCs (triple beat cases in third band)
· Where there is simultaneous Tx/Rx between the UL configuration and a DL band
· The pre-requisite to present contributions for such combinations is to follow the normal number of band hierarchy (fallback first) and the DL version and the non-intra-band ULCA UL configurations should already approved in the block approval process.
· Once these band combinations are treated and requirement agreed, the higher order versions can be introduced using CRS in the block approval AI. 
Conclusions
In this contribution, we discuss band combinations that have intra-band ULCA included in their UL configuration and are treated in the “not for block approval” AI and make the following proposal for Release 18.

Proposal:
· A few dedicated basket WI are created in Release 18 and treated in the “not for block approval” AI to cover:
· Two band inter-band NRCA with one band UL with two UL contiguous or non-contiguous CC (IMD case only)
· Two band inter-band NRCA with two band UL and contiguous UL CCs (IMD and triple beat cases)
· Two band inter-band ENDC with two band UL and contiguous UL CCs (IMD and triple beat cases)
· Three band inter-band NRCA with two band UL and contiguous UL CCs (triple beat cases in third band)
· Three band inter-band ENDC with two band UL and contiguous UL CCs (triple beat cases in third band)
· Where there is simultaneous Tx/Rx between the UL configuration and a DL band
· The pre-requisite to present contributions for such combinations is to follow the normal number of band hierarchy (fallback first) and the DL version and the non-intra-band ULCA UL configurations should already approved in the block approval process.
· Once these band combinations are treated and requirement agreed, the higher order versions can be introduced using CRS in the block approval AI. 
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