TSG-RAN Working Group 4 (Radio) meeting #102-e
 R4-2204049
Online, , 21th Feb 2022 - 3rd March 2022
Source:
CHTTL, China Unicom, ZTE
Title:
Further discussion on release independent for 4Rx support for NR band
Agenda item:
9.40.2
Document for:
Approval
1. Introduction

During last RAN4 meeting, the release independent aspect for the 4Rx support for NR band was discussed under the work item of 4Rx support for NR band n8 [1], though it was agreed that the 4Rx support of n8 can be release independent from Rel.15, the way to implement to 38.307 is not decided and pending on the release independent procedure discussed in the last RAN4 meeting. In this contribution, we further discuss the way of implementing the 4Rx feature for NR band to the release independent specifications.
2. Discussion
Table 1: status summary for the discussion of release independent aspect for n8 4Rx during RAN4#101-bis-e [1]
	
	Status summary 

	· Issue 2-1-1: Is it acceptable to release independent from Rel-15 for band n8 support 4Rx?
	Tentative agreements: can be Agreed, n8 can support 4Rx from Rel-15
Candidate options:
Recommendations for 2nd round: none

	· Issue 2-1-2: Is the draft changes in R4-2201413 section 5 (reproduce below) agreeable?
	Tentative agreements: No agreement can be reached, postpone to next meeting and wait for the conclusion of release independent procedure discussion outcome.
Candidate options:
Recommendations for 2nd round: none.


Table 1 shows the status of the discussion of release independent aspect for n8 4Rx during RAN4#101-bis-e. During last RAN4 meeting, the comments for this discussion are mainly related to the release independent of 4Rx feature should be introduced from which release of the TS 38.307. 
Meanwhile, the procedure of release independent is also discussed in the last RAN4 meeting, and a WF was approved for the general procedure that when a new feature is introduced only the latest release of release independent spec needs to be updated. The latest release of release independent spec refers to the release which the new feature is introduced in. (i.e. CR to the frozen release might be needed when the release independent issue is missed to be resolved when the new feature is introduced, or when CR implementation errors occur in the previous release.) [2]
Following the above agreed procedure, considering the NR 4Rx feature is first introduced in Rel.15 for some NR bands, the changes for release independent aspect of 4Rx feature should be introduced from the Rel.15 TS 38.307 specification. Therefore the proposed draft CRs for Rel.15 to Rel.17 are covering not only the NR band n8 4Rx WI but also the Rel.15 NR WI and all the other bands with 4Rx requirements introduced.
3. Conclusion
Based on the discussion above, two proposals are made below.
Proposal 1: Considering the 4Rx feature is introduced in some of the FR1 NR bands in Rel.15, and following the agreed procedure for introducing release independent features, the changes for release independent aspect of NR 4Rx feature will be introduced from the Rel.15 TS 38.307 specification.

Proposal 2: Agree on the related draft CRs, R4-2204050, R4-2204051, and R4-2204052 for TS 38.307.
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