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1. Introduction
In RAN4#100-e meeting, some agreements for BCS4 and BCS5 were reached and captured in WF [1]. Meanwhile, RAN2 agreed on the capability solution for BCS5 and sent an LS to RAN4 for NR CA capability for BCS5 with the following questions[2].
· Question 1: Is BCS5 required to be release independent by RAN4?
· Question 2: Can BCS5 be reported together with BCS4 or not? 
In this paper, we provide our views on the RAN2’s LS for BCS4 and BCS5.
2. Discussion
2.1. Question 1: Is BCS5 required to be release independent by RAN4?
In RAN4’s LS [3], it says RAN4 agreed to introduce BCS4 release independent with no new signalling, and BCS5 with in Rel-17 which is based on the understanding that BCS5 needs a new signalling. While as concluded in RAN2, it is technically feasible to make BCS5 release independent and early implementation since Rel-15 [3]. 
Observation 1: As concluded in RAN2, it is technically feasible to make BCS5 release independent and early implementation since Rel-15.
From RAN4 perspective, the introduction of BCS5 with release independent manner from Rel-15 will bring the following benefits. 
Firstly, introducing BCS5 from Rel-15 could enable the legacy network to understand BCS5 signalling reported by a Rel-17 UE. Otherwise, the legacy network will ignore BCS5 signalling making the band combination unusable for a late release UE.  
Secondly, as agreed in RAN4, the request of legacy BCSs for a new band combination is still allowed after introducing BCS4 and BCS5. Therefore, if BCS5 can only be used for Rel-17, operators might have to request legacy BCSs for new band combinations for a early release network. Alternatively, the network could be updated to support BCS4 but UE might not be able to support this band combination. Therefore, introducing BCS5 from Rel-15 could reduce the possibility of requesting legacy BCSs for the new band combinations.
Therefore, we have the following proposal:
Proposal 1: Introduce BCS5 in release independent manner and it can be implemented from Rel-15.
2.2. Question 2: Can BCS5 be reported together with BCS4 or not? 
There are two scenarios regarding BCS4 and/or BCS5 reporting. Scenario 1 is UE can only support some of channel bandwidth permutations for the band combination. In this case, BCS5 shall not be reported together with BCS4. Otherwise, the network will misunderstand the UE capability on supporting channel bandwidth. Scenario 2 is UE can support all the channel bandwidth permutations for the band combination that means BCS5 is equivalent to BCS4 in this case. In this scenario, BCS5 can be reported together with BCS4 which is helpful to the case that the network can only understand BCS4.
Proposal 2: BCS5 can be reported together with BCS4 only for the case that UE can support all the channel bandwidth permutations, i.e., UE supporting BCS4 can report BCS5.
3. Conclusion
In this paper, we provide our views on RAN2’s LS regarding BCS4 and BCS5. The following observation and proposals were made based on the analysis.
Observation 1: As concluded in RAN2, it is technically feasible to make BCS5 release independent and early implementation since Rel-15.
Proposal 1: Introduce BCS5 in release independent manner and it can be implemented from Rel-15.
Proposal 2: BCS5 can be reported together with BCS4 only for the case that UE can support all the channel bandwidth permutations, i.e., UE supporting BCS4 can report BCS5.
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1	Overall description
RAN4 would like to thank RAN2 for their LS R2-2109073 on NR CA capability for BCS5. RAN4 has discussed the two questions provided in R2-2109073 regarding BCS5 and agreed to provide the following responses.
Question 1: Is BCS5 required to be release independent by RAN4?

RAN4 would like to introduce BCS5 in release independent manner. Allowing BCS5 early implementation since Rel-15 is preferred from RAN4 perspective.
Question 2: Can BCS5 be reported together with BCS4 or not? 

BCS5 can be reported together with BCS4 only for the case that UE can support all the channel bandwidth permutations, i.e., UE supporting BCS4 can report BCS5.
2	Actions
To TSG RAN WG2 
ACTION: 	RAN4 respectfully asks RAN2 to take into account the above RAN4 agreements in the future.
3	Dates of next TSG-RAN WG4 meetings
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