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1   Introduction
As captured in the draft TS 37.340, the user data forwarding may be performed for E-RABs configured with the SCG bearer option or with the MCG split bearer option upon EN-DC activities. 
However, data forwarding is FFS for the SCG split bearer. In this contribution, the data forwarding for SCG split bearer will be discussed and the related proposal will be given.

2   Discussion
In LTE DC and EN-DC, if data forwarding for MCG split bearer is applied, the PDCP PDUs which are not acknowledged by the UE are forwarded from the SeNB/SgNB to MeNB in the course of procedures involving the release of the SCG part of the MCG split bearer (e.g., secondary node modification, secondary node release, changes of secondary node).
The data forwarding for MCG split bearer is needed because the MeNB may connect to a large number of SeNB/SgNB for a large number of UEs. It could be critical for the MeNB to buffer all the PDCP PDUs for at least the time between two DL DATA DELIVERY STATUS feedback. The data forwarding mechanism reduces the buffer requirement of the MeNB and the PDCP PDU buffering can be achieved by the distributed SeNB/SgNB buffer.
Observation 1: The data forwarding mechanism is beneficial for reducing the buffering requirement of the node hosting the PDCP entity.
Considering the use case of SCG split bearer, the NR gNB acting as the secondary node has sufficient buffering capabilities to handling two legs. Based on this assumption, it seems there is no necessity to apply data forwarding for SCG split bearer. However, it should be noticed that the NR gNB may also connect to multiple MeNBs as a secondary node to serve a large number of UEs. Thus it is risky to assume the NR SgNB is always able to perform the buffering, which is critical for all the NSA NR gNBs from the perspective of implementation.

Observation 2: It sets limitation on the network implementation if rule out the data forwarding mechanism for SCG split bearer.

In some cases, it will be difficult for NR SgNB to buffer all the PDCP PDUs for SCG split bearer until the successfully transmission of the PDCP PDU is acknowledged or the PDCP PDU is discarded due to timer expiration. Therefore, similar to the LTE DC mechanism for MCG split bearer, the data forwarding for SCG split bearer should also be supported.
Proposal: Data forwarding should be supported for SCG split bearer.

3   Conclusion
In this contribution, the discussion on data forwarding for SCG split bearer was performed and the following observations and proposals were provided:
Observation 1: The data forwarding mechanism is beneficial for reducing the buffering requirement of the node hosting the PDCP entity.
Observation 2: It sets limitation on the network implementation if rule out the data forwarding mechanism for SCG split bearer.

Proposal: Data forwarding should be supported for SCG split bearer.

The corresponding TP is provided in [1].
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