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1 Introduction
In last RAN plenary, it is agreed that high layer split for EN-DC scenario should be completed by the December 2017 early drop timing. Meantime, there is guidance from chairman on the time plan for the standardization of F1 function as follow[1]
· Given the consensus on making the F1 interface part of the Dec. 2017 deadline:

· F1 for Opt. 3 only contains features which are strictly necessary (without precluding later enhancements)

· F1 completion date should not be impacted by e.g. CP-UP SI

· Work on F1 applicable for NG RAN has lower priority until Dec. 2017, apart from any elements necessary to specify “hooks” for NG-RAN-related F1 functionality

We try to analyze the feature that is necessary for NSA and the features that only applied to SA scenario, then we give our proposals on the discussion of F1 interface.
2 Discussion
Currently, functions that need to be supported for F1 interface are captured in [2] with some FFS kept. In the following table, we analyze the functions one by one. 
	
	Need to be supported for NSA
	Comments

	GTP-U tunnel management function
	Yes
	

	F1 interface management function
	Yes
	

	gNB-DU management function
	Yes
	

	System Information management function
	On demand
	No
	

	
	broadcast
	Yes (only for MIB)
	According to current RAN2 agreement, only MIB need to be broadcasted.To support ANR, it may be needed to broadcast information e.g. Glocal cell identifier for NR cell,TAC,PLMN ID. If there is agreement in RAN2 to support broadcast of more system information,RAN3 needs to take that into account. 

	
	Transfer through dedicated RRC message
	Yes


	According to current RAN2 agreement, SI of SgNB could be sent to UE via both MeNB and SCG SRB.

	gNB-DU and gNB-CU measurement reporting function
	Yes
	Measurement used for CU to make the PScell change decision.

	Load management function


	Yes
	The information transferred is used to do interference management between two neighbour DUs

	Paging function
	No
	

	F1 UE context management function
	Yes
	

	Bearer management function
	Yes
	

	Transfer of RRC message
	Yes
	

	Positioning support
	FFS


	Depend on RAN1/RAN2

	Fast-retransmission mechanism
	FFS
	It is not an essential feature for NSA 


Based on the above table, most of the F1 functions that are needed for SA scenario also applied to NSA scenario except for the paging function and on demand transmission of system information.  

Proposal1: It is proposed to de-prioritize the discussion on paging function and on demand system information support for F1 interface.

Proposal 2: For the broadcast of system information, it is proposed to focus on MIB message in the current stage.If there is further agreement on the required system information for EN-DC scenario,RAN3 should discuss accordingly.
Proposal 3: For positioning support and fast-retransmission support, it needs to be discussed whether it is essential for NSA. For the other functions which are necessary for both NSA and SA, it is proposed to be discussed with high priority.
3 Conclusion
According to above section, we have the following proposal:
Proposal1: It is proposed to de-prioritize the discussion on paging function and on demand system information support for F1 interface.

Proposal 2: For the broadcast of system information, it is proposed to focus on MIB message in the current stage. .If there is further agreement on the required system information for EN-DC scenario,RAN3 should discuss accordingly.
Proposal 3: For positioning support and fast-retransmission support, it needs to be discussed whether it is essential for NSA. For the other functions which are necessary for both NSA and SA, it is proposed to be discussed with high priority.
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