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3.1
Definitions

For the purposes of the present document, the terms and definitions given in 3GPP TR 21.905 [2] and the following apply. A term defined in the present document takes precedence over the definition of the same term, if any, in 3GPP TR 21.905 [2].

eLTE eNB: The eLTE eNB is the evolution of eNB that supports connectivity to EPC and NGC.

gNB: A node which supports the NR as well as connectivity to NGC.

Note:
The definitions of gNB and eLTE eNB may require revision in the normative phase.
New RAN: A Radio Access Network which supports either NR or E-UTRA or both, interfacing with the NGC (see TR 23.799 [6]). 

New Radio: A new radio access technology which is studied under [1].
Network Slice: A Network Slice is a network created by the operator customized to provide an optimized solution for a specific market scenario which demands specific requirements with end to end scope as described in TR 23.799 [6]. 

Network Function: A Network Function is a logical node within a network infrastructure that has well-defined external interfaces and well-defined functional behaviour.

Non-standalone NR: A deployment configuration where the gNB requires an LTE eNB as anchor for control plane connectivity to EPC, or an eLTE eNB as anchor for control plane connectivity to NGC.

Non-standalone E-UTRA: A deployment configuration where the eLTE eNB requires a gNB as anchor for control plane connectivity to NGC.

User Plane Gateway: Termination point of the NG-U interface.

3.2
Abbreviations

For the purposes of the present document, the abbreviations given in 3GPP TR 21.905 [2] and the following apply. 
An abbreviation defined in the present document takes precedence over the definition of the same abbreviation, if any, in 3GPP TR 21.905 [2].

CCNF
Common Control Network Function
NF
Network Function
NGC
Next Generation Core
NG-C
NG Control Plane interface

NG-U
NG User Plane interface

NR
New Radio 
UPGW
User Plane Gateway
TRP
Transmission Reception Point
---------------------------------------- Next Change ----------------------------------------------
· 7.2.2
General principles
The general principles for the specification of the NG interface are as follows:

-
the NG interface shall be open;
-
the NG interface shall support the exchange of signalling information between the New RAN and NGC;
-
from a logical standpoint, the NG is a point-to-point interface between a New RAN node and an NGC node. A point-to-point logical interface shall be feasible even in the absence of a physical direct connection between the New RAN and NGC;
-
the NG interface shall support control plane and user plane separation;
-
the NG interface shall separate Radio Network Layer and Transport Network Layer;
-
the NG interface shall be future proof to fulfil different new requirements and support of new services and new functions;
-
the NG interface shall be decoupled with the possible New RAN deployment variants.
-
the NG Application Protocol shall support modular procedures design and use a syntax allowing optimized encoding /decoding efficiency.

---------------------------------------- Next Change ----------------------------------------------
· 7.3.1.4
Xn Control Plane
The Xn control plane interface (Xn-CP) is defined between two neighbour New RAN nodes. The control plane protocol stack of the Xn interface is shown on Figure 7.3.1.4-1 below. The transport network layer is built on SCTP on top of IP. The application layer signalling protocol is referred to as Xn-AP (Xn Application Protocol).
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Figure 6.3.3.1.3-1: Xn Interface Control Plane

