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6.2.1
Support for a UE operational mode during periods of no traffic [FFS RAN2]

Editor’s Note:
 Work on inactive mode in RAN3 is on hold until respective input is provided from RAN2 or concept work on the WI on "Signalling reduction to enable light connection for LTE" is regarded to be sufficiently mature to be examined for applicability for 5G.
Inactive state is a new operation mode of NR. The general principles of this state are as follows:

-
Inactive state is a RRC connected mode, in which AS context information is kept in both RAN and UE
-
In inactive state, UE is NAS connected and anchor New RAN node keeps NG connection with CN

-
UE is configured with a RAN notification area (FFS: the detailed definition is up to RAN2) 

-
RAN is not notified for UE mobility within RAN notification area 
-
A RAN notification area may include both gNB and eLTE eNB, but does not include legacy LTE eNB and other RATs

-
All the New RAN nodes within RAN Notification Area have Xn connection to anchor New RAN node
-
Resume-ID is used as UE-ID in inactive state in following scenarios:

-
UE context transfer between new RAN nodes

-
RAN Based Notification message, similar to paging record in LTE

-
RRC_INACTIVE to RRC_CONNECTED transition

-
Notification occasion calculation.

-
When MT data or NAS PDU is received, RAN buffers the PDU and initiates notification toward new RAN nodes in the RAN notification area.
