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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 would like to thank SA2 for the LS on agreements on cIOT architecture for NB-IOT. RAN3 has reviewed the technically endorsed CR2942 on TS23.401 introducing the control plane solution and would like to ask about the need of having the MME adding the new Release Indication IE sent together with the last DL data over S1AP and RRC in steps 11 and 12 of section 5.3.4B.2 of the SA2 CR.  
It seems to RAN3 that the modification of the two S1AP and RRC messages/procedures currently used only to transport data and the associated modification of the UE behaviour could both be avoided if instead the MME would proceed in two steps:

· First MME sends the DL data in a normal S1AP DL NAS Transport message;

· Second MME sends a S1AP UE Context Release Command to tear down the S1/RRC connection.   
However RAN3 was unsure of eNB behavior if eNB receives an S1AP UE Context Release Command from the MME while data delivery is still ongoing over SRB. RAN3 noticed that with NB-IOT delivery of one packet could take up to 80 seconds.  
2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
RAN3 kindly ask SA2 to clarify the need of modifying the current S1AP and RRC data transport procedures and modifying the associated UE behaviour in steps 11&12 of section 5.3.4B.2 instead of letting MME proceed in 2 steps. 

To RAN2 group.

ACTION: 
RAN3 kindly ask RAN2 to clarify how prioritization of data vs signalling to be sent to UE is done over SRB by the eNB given that with NB-IOT the delivery of one packet of 1500 bytes can take up to 80 seconds.  

3. Date of Next RAN3 Meetings:
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