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1 Introduction

IP Transport Technical Report describes specific features of IPv6 and means to inter-work between both IPv4 and IPv6. This contribution proposes conclusions on this topic to reach an agreement.

2 IP version discussion

Inter-working between IPv4 and IPv6 is possible and will have to be mastered by operators, like ISPs, and vendors. However, when this inter-working can be avoided, it simplifies the overall IP network management and configuration.

Therefore, it is sensible to deploy new IP networks in the future with IPv6 only, if new equipment has to be purchased to build it. Nevertheless there is no reason why the standard shall forbid using IPv4 equipment, when they are available:

· Since IP technology is a good solution to mix several applications on the same common infrastructure, re-use of existing IP networks shall be possible.

· No specific feature of IPv6 is necessary. When building private networks for IP Transport UTRAN, no addressing shortage is reached.

· Allowing IPv4 makes IP Transport in UTRAN independent of IPv6 maturity, in terms of deployment, interoperability, maintenance team training… 

3 Conclusion

It is shown that:

· Allowing either IPv4, or IPv6 brings specific advantages;

· Inter-working can be either avoided, or managed to the extent of some complexity.

Therefore both IPv4 and IPv6 shall be allowed versions of IP for IP Transport in UTRAN.

4 Proposal

It is proposed that section 2 is added to section 6.9.3.6 of Technical Report.

It is proposed to add following statement to section 7.15 of Technical Report:

“IPv4 [13] (RFC 791) shall be supported, IPv6 [16] (RFC 2460) support is optional.”

