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1
Introduction
This paper discusses and proposes to introduce additional cause values in TS 38.473. TP is also provided in the Annex.

2
Discussion

2.1
Cell Not Available
At the RAN3#99 and RAN3#100 meetings, the possibility to introduce “Cell Not Available” cause value was briefly discussed, but no conclusion. In the case where cell delete is triggered by e.g. O&M, there are still UEs in the gNB-DU or new UE Context Setup Request messages will be received before removing all the UEs associated such cell. Currently, there is no appropriate cause value to set when rejected.
During RAN3#100 meeting, it was also raised that the other cause such as No Radio Resource Available can be used. However, this cause is totally different from the case that cell is not available.

Therefore, it should be necessary to have a cause value as “Cell Not Available” which is already in X2.

Proposal 1: Agree to introduce additional cause value “Cell Not Available”.

2.2
Physical Link Error
At the last RAN3#100 meeting, it was clarified and changed as RL failure instead of RLC failure in R3-183359.

However, it is still needed to support the two cases below as discussed in R3-182923.

1) Physical link error: In this case, PCell/PSCell change, or Local release can be considered as possible action.

2) RLC retransmission exceedance: In this case, Intra-cell handover, or Bearer release can be considered as possible action

Currently, the 2nd case is covered by “RL failure” cause value, but 1st case is not covered by any cause value.

Therefore, it is necessary to introduce additional cause value e.g. “Physical Link Error” to support the 1st case above. 
Proposal 2: Agree to introduce additional cause value “Physical Link Error”.

Proposal 3: It is proposed to agree on the TP provided in the Annex for TS 38.473.

3
Conclusions
Proposal 1: Agree to introduce additional cause value “Cell Not Available”.

Proposal 2: Agree to introduce additional cause value “Physical Link Error”.

Proposal 3: It is proposed to agree on the TP provided in the Annex for TS 38.473.

Text Proposal to TS 38.473
Beginning of Text Proposal to TS 38.473
9.3.1.2
Cause

The purpose of the Cause IE is to indicate the reason for a particular event for the F1AP protocol.

	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE Type and Reference
	Semantics Description

	CHOICE Cause Group
	M
	
	
	

	>Radio Network Layer
	
	
	
	

	>>Radio Network Layer Cause 
	M
	
	ENUMERATED
(Unspecified, RL failure, Unknown or already allocated gNB-CU UE F1AP ID, 
Unknown or already allocated gNB-DU UE F1AP ID, 
Unknown or inconsistent pair of UE F1AP ID, 
Interaction with other procedure, 
Not supported QCI Value, 
Action Desirable for Radio Reasons, 
No Radio Resources Available, 
Procedure cancelled, Normal Release, Cell not available, Physical link error, …)
	

	>Transport Layer
	
	
	
	

	>>Transport Layer Cause
	M
	
	ENUMERATED
(Unspecified, Transport Resource Unavailable, …)
	

	>Protocol
	
	
	
	

	>>Protocol Cause
	M
	
	ENUMERATED
(Transfer Syntax Error,
Abstract Syntax Error (Reject),
Abstract Syntax Error (Ignore and Notify),
Message not Compatible with Receiver State,

Semantic Error,

Abstract Syntax Error (Falsely Constructed Message), Unspecified, …)
	

	>Misc
	
	
	
	

	>>Miscellaneous Cause
	M
	
	ENUMERATED
(Control Processing Overload, Not enough User Plane Processing Resources,
Hardware Failure,
O&M Intervention,
Unspecified, …)
	


The meaning of the different cause values is described in the following table. In general, "not supported" cause values indicate that the related capability is missing. On the other hand, "not available" cause values indicate that the related capability is present, but insufficient resources were available to perform the requested action.

	Radio Network Layer cause
	Meaning

	Unspecified
	Sent for radio network layer cause when none of the specified cause values applies.

	RL Failure
	The action is due to an RL failure caused by e.g. exceeding the maximum number of ARQ retransmissions.

	Unknown or already allocated gNB-CU UE F1AP ID
	The action failed because the gNB-CU UE F1AP ID is either unknown, or (for a first message received at the gNB-CU) is known and already allocated to an existing context.

	Unknown or already allocated gNB-DU UE F1AP ID
	The action failed because the gNB-DU UE F1AP ID is either unknown, or (for a first message received at the gNB-DU) is known and already allocated to an existing context.

	Unknown or inconsistent pair of UE F1AP ID
	The action failed because both UE F1AP IDs are unknown, or are known but do not define a single UE context.

	Interaction with other procedure
	The action is due to an ongoing interaction with another procedure.

	Not supported QCI Value
	The action failed because the requested QCI is not supported.

	Action Desirable for Radio Reasons
	The reason for requesting the action is radio related.

	No Radio Resources Available
	The cell(s) in the requested node don’t have sufficient radio resources available.

	Procedure cancelled
	The sending node cancelled the procedure due to other urgent actions to be performed.

	Normal Release
	The action is due to a normal release of the UE (e.g. because of mobility) and does not indicate an error.

	Cell Not Available
	The action failed due to no cell available in the requested node.

	Physical Link Error
	The action is due to physical radio link error.


	Transport Layer cause
	Meaning

	Unspecified
	Sent when none of the above cause values applies but still the cause is Transport Network Layer related.

	Transport Resource Unavailable
	The required transport resources are not available.


	Protocol cause
	Meaning

	Transfer Syntax Error
	The received message included a transfer syntax error.

	Abstract Syntax Error (Reject)
	The received message included an abstract syntax error and the concerning criticality indicated "reject".

	Abstract Syntax Error (Ignore And Notify)
	The received message included an abstract syntax error and the concerning criticality indicated "ignore and notify".

	Message Not Compatible With Receiver State
	The received message was not compatible with the receiver state.

	Semantic Error
	The received message included a semantic error.

	Abstract Syntax Error (Falsely Constructed Message)
	The received message contained IEs or IE groups in wrong order or with too many occurrences.

	Unspecified
	Sent when none of the above cause values applies but still the cause is Protocol related.


	Miscellaneous cause
	Meaning

	Control Processing Overload
	Control processing overload.

	Not Enough User Plane Processing Resources Available
	No enough resources are available related to user plane processing.

	Hardware Failure
	Action related to hardware failure.

	O&M Intervention
	The action is due to O&M intervention.

	Unspecified Failure
	Sent when none of the above cause values applies and the cause is not related to any of the categories Radio Network Layer, Transport Network Layer, NAS or Protocol.


Next Text Proposal to TS 38.473
9.4.5
Information Element Definitions

-- **************************************************************

--

-- Information Element Definitions

--

-- **************************************************************

F1AP-IEs {

itu-t (0) identified-organization (4) etsi (0) mobileDomain (0) 

ngran-access (22) modules (3) f1ap (3) version1 (1) f1ap-IEs (2) }

DEFINITIONS AUTOMATIC TAGS ::= 

BEGIN

IMPORTS

id-gNB-CUSystemInformation,


id-HandoverPreparationInformation,


id-TAISliceSupportList,


id-RANAC,

maxNRARFCN,

maxnoofErrors,


maxnoofBPLMNs,


maxnoofDLUPTNLInformation,


maxnoofNrCellBands,

maxnoofULUPTNLInformation,


maxnoofQoSFlows,


maxnoofSliceItems,


maxnoofSIBTypes,


maxCellineNB
FROM F1AP-Constants


Criticality,


ProcedureCode,


ProtocolIE-ID,


TriggeringMessage

FROM F1AP-CommonDataTypes


ProtocolExtensionContainer{},


F1AP-PROTOCOL-EXTENSION,


ProtocolIE-SingleContainer{},


F1AP-PROTOCOL-IES

FROM F1AP-Containers;

-- A

Active-Cells-Item ::= SEQUENCE {


nRCGI

NRCGI
,


iE-Extensions



ProtocolExtensionContainer { { Active-Cells-ItemExtIEs } }
OPTIONAL,


...

}

Active-Cells-ItemExtIEs 
F1AP-PROTOCOL-EXTENSION ::= {


...

}

AllocationAndRetentionPriority ::= SEQUENCE {


priorityLevel



PriorityLevel,


pre-emptionCapability

Pre-emptionCapability,


pre-emptionVulnerability
Pre-emptionVulnerability,


iE-Extensions



ProtocolExtensionContainer { {AllocationAndRetentionPriority-ExtIEs} } OPTIONAL,


...

}

AllocationAndRetentionPriority-ExtIEs F1AP-PROTOCOL-EXTENSION ::= {


...

}
AveragingWindow  ::= INTEGER (0..63) -- this IE may need to be refined
-- B

BitRate ::= INTEGER (0..4000000000000,...)

BroadcastPLMNs-List ::= SEQUENCE (SIZE(1..maxnoofBPLMNs)) OF BroadcastPLMNs-Item
BroadcastPLMNs-Item ::= SEQUENCE {


pLMN-Identity



PLMN-Identity,


iE-Extensions



ProtocolExtensionContainer { { BroadcastPLMNs-ItemExtIEs} } OPTIONAL,


...

}

BroadcastPLMNs-ItemExtIEs F1AP-PROTOCOL-EXTENSION ::= {
{ ID id-TAISliceSupportList
CRITICALITY ignore
EXTENSION SliceSupportList

PRESENCE optional
},

...

}

-- C

Cancel-all-Warning-Messages-Indicator ::= ENUMERATED {true, ...}
Candidate-SpCell-Item ::= SEQUENCE {


candidate-SpCell-ID


NRCGI
,


iE-Extensions
ProtocolExtensionContainer { { Candidate-SpCell-ItemExtIEs } }
OPTIONAL,


...

}

Candidate-SpCell-ItemExtIEs 
F1AP-PROTOCOL-EXTENSION ::= {


...

}

Cause ::= CHOICE {


radioNetwork

CauseRadioNetwork,


transport


CauseTransport,


protocol


CauseProtocol,


misc



CauseMisc,


...

}

CauseMisc ::= ENUMERATED {


control-processing-overload,


not-enough-user-plane-processing-resources,


hardware-failure,


om-intervention,


unspecified,
...

}

CauseProtocol ::= ENUMERATED {


transfer-syntax-error,


abstract-syntax-error-reject,


abstract-syntax-error-ignore-and-notify,


message-not-compatible-with-receiver-state,


semantic-error,


abstract-syntax-error-falsely-constructed-message,


unspecified,


...

}

CauseRadioNetwork ::= ENUMERATED {


unspecified,

rl-failure,


unknown-or-already-allocated-gnb-cu-ue-f1ap-id,


unknown-or-already-allocated-gnd-du-ue-f1ap-id,


unknown-or-inconsistent-pair-of-ue-f1ap-id,


interaction-with-other-procedure,


not-supported-qci-Value,


action-desirable-for-radio-reasons,


no-radio-resources-available,


procedure-cancelled,

normal-release,

cell-not-available,


physical-link-error,

...

}

CauseTransport ::= ENUMERATED {


unspecified,

transport-resource-unavailable,

...

}
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