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Introduction
At the RAN plenary meeting #78 a new RAN3 work item (WI) entitled “separation of CP and UP for split option 2” has been approved [1]. The objectives of the WI are reported in the following:
The objective of this work item is to continue and complete the specification of the E1 interface between CU-CP and CU-UP for NR split option 2, for gNB and en-gNB. This includes the following items:
· Specification of the E1 general principles, functions, and procedures. 
· Specification of the E1 signalling transport. The E1 signalling transport allows the exchange of control information between CU-CP and CU-UP and it is based on the use of an appropriate TNL e.g. the SCTP/IP protocol stack.
· Specification of the E1 application protocol (E1AP). The E1AP includes the stage-3 description of the E1 elementary procedures and messages, and it also includes the tabular description as well as the ASN.1 coding for the messages. 
TSG RAN provided the following guidance for the organization of the work:
1. Start by addressing the details from the TR 38.806 [2] conclusion that was left for WI phase until February 2018 i.e., clarification on the mechanism for AS security activation and configuration with RAN2 and SA3 involvement.
2. [bookmark: _Hlk501619528]Complete Stage-3 specifications on CP-UP separation and E1 interface until June 2018 (also addressing other aspects identified in the conclusion and left to the WI phase).
The following specifications are expected as an output: 
1. TS 38.4x0, E1 general aspects and principles
2. TS 38.4x1, E1 layer 1
3. TS 38.4x2, E1 signalling transport
4. TS 38.4x3, E1 application protocol (E1AP)
The specifications are to be submitted for information at TSG-RAN#79 (March 2018) and for approval at TSG-RAN#80 (June 2018). In this contribution, we propose a time-plan for the WI.
Discussion
The WI on “separation of CP and UP for split option 2” is to be completed in the framework of four technical RAN WG3 meetings. Since the time is limited, it is critical that the work is well-organized and that a good level of progress is achieved at every meeting. We propose to structure the work in the following way.
· TSG-RAN-WG3 NR_AH_1801 (January 2018) – according to RAN #78 agreements:
· Agree on the mechanism for AS security activation and configuration;
· Capture stage-2 text describing the agreed mechanism (to be included in TS 38.4x0);
· Send an LS to SA3 (cc RAN2) to confirm that the proposed mechanism is acceptable.
· TSG-RAN-WG3 #99 (February 2018):
· Agree on a baseline for the specs: TS 38.4x0, TS 38.4x1, TS 38.4x2, TS 38.4x3.
· Agree on moving text from TR 38.806 into the suitable BL specs (mainly TS 38.4x0);
· Continue working on the stage-2 aspects of the E1 interface;
· This includes the definition of the E1 principles, functions, and procedures. Specific focus should be on the aspects identified in the conclusions of TR 38.806.
· Start working on the stage-3 details of the E1 interface;
· This includes the E1 signalling transport, the description of the E1AP procedures and the content of the E1AP messages. 
· TSG-RAN #79 (March 2018):
· Submit the baseline specifications for information; 
· Target a status report with 60% completion for the WI.
· TSG-RAN-WG3 #99bis (April 2018):
· Finalize the stage-2 aspects of the E1 interface; 
· Continue working on the stage-3 details of the E1 interface;
· This includes the E1 signalling transport, the description of the E1AP procedures and the content of the E1AP messages. Prepare the first draft version of the ASN.1.
· TSG-RAN-WG3 #100 (May 2018):
· Finalize the stage-3 aspects of the E1 interface; 
· This includes the finalization of the ASN.1 code for the E1AP.
· TSG-RAN #80 (June 2018):
· Submit the E1 specifications for approval;
· Completion and closure of the WI.
Conclusion
In this contribution, we discussed the time plan for the WI on separation of CP and UP for split option 2.
[bookmark: _In-sequence_SDU_delivery]Proposal 1:	RAN3 is kindly asked to endorse the proposed time plan.
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