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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 is now working on a work item on Separation of CP and UP for Split Option 2, whose objective is to standardize the separation of the central unit of gNB (gNB-CU) to two entities: control plane (CU-CP) part and user plane (CU-UP) part, within a gNB) and CU-CP is the controlling entity of CU-UP configurations. Three deployment scenarios should be possible to be covered with different location of the CU-UP (see TR attached).
For the moment, RAN3 have identified the following issues concerning security handling:
1. For user plane security handling, there are two options for key derivation:

· Option 1: To let CU-CP derive KUP.enc, KUP.int and forward them to CU-UP;

· Option 2: To let CU-UP derive KUP.enc, KUP.int according to the KgNB forwarded by CU-CP.
2. Whether CU-CP and CU-UP should have different KgNB if option 2 is used, since the two parts maybe physically separated, and maybe located in different level of the network.
3. If Counter Check will be supported for NR stand-alone? If supported, which entity should trigger the Counter Check for UP?
RAN3 would like to ask SA3 to confirm technical correctness of the above issues, and give guidance if these issues are valid.
2. Actions:
To SA3: 
ACTION: 
RAN3 respectfully asks SA3 to confirm the issues raised in this LS and give guidance if these issues are valid.
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN3 Meetings:

TSG-RAN3 Meeting #99

26 February - 2 March 2018


Athens, Greece
TSG-RAN3 Meeting #99bis
16 - 20 Apr 2018



San Ya, CN


TSG-RAN3 Meeting #100
21 - 25 May 2018



TBD, KR

