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1   Introduction
This is a summary of offline discussions regarding the presence of slicing information.
According to SA2 agreement: “The 5G System deployed in a PLMN shall always support the procedures, information and configurations specified for network slicing in the present document, TS 23.502 [3] and TS 23.503 [45].”

It is understood that in early deployments, no slicing differentiation may be used. From the SA2 decision, it is understood that the CN will always define and use at least one slice. However, in the current RAN3 specifications, slicing is treated as an optional feature, i.e. with optional IEs. 
There are two deployment scenarios being discussed:

A) Deployment with no slice differentiation, typically applicable for early deployments

B)  Deployment with slice differentiation

2   Discussion
Q1: In scenario A, is it acceptable from a system point of view that the RAN would not include slice information in messages towards the AMF in interface management procedures e.g. NG SETUP REQUEST and in mobility related procedures, e.g. HANDOVER REQUIRED?
· LS to SA2 would probably be needed to clarify this

Q2: In scenario A, is it acceptable from a system point of view that the RAN would ignore slice information in messages from the AMF?
· This can probably be considered acceptable in scenario A

Q3: What are the pros/cons for RAN of supporting scenario A with optional parameters?
Pro: 

· No need for explicitly configuring the use of this single slice in scenario A (the actual configuration is needed, but there is no need to associate this to a specific slice) 
Cons

· Increased complexity for checking the presence for the optional IE 

3   Conclusions
We propose to agree to make slicing always supported in RAN 
The principle would be to make the information mandatory on the interfaces, except for modification messages where information is only included if updated.

The impact on 38.413 is illustrated below: 

	Message
	Tabular
	Proc text

	PDU SESSION RESOURCE SETUP REQUEST
	O->M
	remove proc text

	HANDOVER REQUIRED
	O->M
	No change (No proc text)

	HANDOVER REQUEST
	O->M
	No change (No proc text)

	NG SETUP REQUEST
	O->M
	remove proc text

	NG SETUP RESPONSE
	O->M
	remove proc text

	RAN CONFIGURATION UPDATE
	No change needed
	Remove “if supported”

	AMF CONFIGURATION UPDATE
	No change needed
	Remove “if supported”


For more details, please see the proposed tdocs for stage3

	R3-181899
	Correction to attribute of S-NSSAI (Huawei) pCRr, TS 38.413 v0.7.0, Rel-15, Cat.

	R3-181901
	Correction to attribute of S-NSSAI (Huawei) pCRr, TS 38.423 v0.7.0, Rel-15, Cat.

	R3-181903
	(TP for NR BL CR for TS 38.473): Correction to attribute of S-NSSAI (Huawei)


The detailed text proposals are to be discussed in next meeting.

