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1   Introduction
At last SA2 meeting, it was agreed that the 5G system shall always support the network slicing due to the support of roaming as follows [1]. 

· “The 5G System deployed in a PLMN shall always support the procedures, information and configurations specified for network slicing in the present document, TS 23.502 [3] and TS 23.503 [45].”
This means the S-NSSAI information may become “Mandatory” and the procedural text needs to be changed accordingly. In this document we intend to propose changes to 38.470.  
2     Discussion
In F1 interface management function in 38.470, it is captured that “The F1 setup and gNB-DU Configuration Update functions allow to inform the S-NSSAI(s) supported by the gNB-DU”. The descriptions should be updated to make the S-NSSAI(s) becomes mandatory for SA operation mode. 
In F1 UE context management function, it is captured that
“For each DRB to be setup or modified, the S-NSSAI may be provided by gNB-CU to the gNB-DU in the UE Context Setup procedure and the UE Context Modification procedure”
In case of EN-DC case, the above descriptions are correct as the slicing is not supported by EPC. But for standalone case, the S-NSSAI shall be always provided by gNB-CU to the gNB-DU. The descriptions should be updated accordingly. 
Proposal 1: The descriptions of the F1 interface management function should be updated to make S-NSSAI(s) mandatory for SA operation case.  

Proposal 2: The descriptions of UE context management function should be updated for SA case. 
3   TP for TS 38.470
START OF CHANGES 
5.2
F1-C functions
5.2.1
F1 interface management function
The error indication function is used by the gNB-DU or gNB-CU to indicate to the gNB-CU or gNB-DU that an error has occurred.

The reset function is used to initialize the peer entity after node setup and after a failure event occurred. This procedure can be used by both the gNB-DU and the gNB-CU.

The F1 setup function allows to exchange application level data needed for the gNB-DU and gNB-CU to interoperate correctly on the F1 interface. The F1 setup is initiated by the gNB-DU.

The gNB-CU Configuration Update and gNB-DU Configuration Update functions allow to update application level configuration data needed between gNB-CU and gNB-DU to interoperate correctly over the F1 interface, and may activate or deactivate cells.
For SA operation, the F1 setup and gNB-DU Configuration Update functions informs the S-NSSAI(s) supported by the gNB-DU.

< unchanged text omitted >
NEXT OF CHANGES
5.2.3
F1 UE context management function

The F1 UE context management function supports the establishment and modification of the necessary overall initial UE context.

The establishment of the F1 UE context is initiated by the gNB-CU and accepted or rejected by the gNB-DU based on admission control criteria (e.g., resource not available).

The modification of the F1 UE context can be initiated by either gNB-CU or gNB-DU. The receiving node can accept or reject the modification. The F1 UE context management function also supports the release of the context previously established in the gNB-DU. The release of the context is triggered by the gNB-CU either directly or following a request received from the gNB-DU. The gNB-CU request the gNB-DU to release the UE Context when the UE enters RRC_IDLE or RRC_INACTIVE.
This function can be also used to manage radio bearers (RB), i.e., establishing, modifying and releasing RB resources. The establishment and modification of RB resources are triggered by the gNB-CU and accepted/rejected by the gNB-DU based on resource reservation information and QoS information to be provided to the gNB-DU. For each DRB to be setup or modified for SA operation, the S-NSSAI is provided by gNB-CU to the gNB-DU in the UE Context Setup procedure and the UE Context Modification procedure.
< unchanged text omitted >
END OF CHANGES
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