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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 thanks SA2 for the LS on INOBEAR. 
The SA2 LS has questions for RAN3 in two parts. In the first part SA2 asked RAN3 to confirm the below assumptions:

· SA2 assumes that the support of 15 EPS Bearers within the MME Pool Area and the Serving GW Service Area are homogeneous. SA2 kindly asks CT1, CT4, and RAN3 to confirm this assumption is feasible from the Stage 3 perspective.
· SA2 assume that for idle mode mobility and handover procedures from a node supporting 15 EPS bearers to a node that does not, the release of bearers that were allocated EPS Bearer ID values that are not supported before Release 15 can be handled by Stage 3 defined error handling mechanisms. 

· SA2 also assumes that in these situations, the release of the bearers in excess of 8 bearers would also be handled by stage 3 defined mechanisms.
· SA2 asks RAN3 to confirm these assumptions.
RAN3 Answer:

It is currently supported that the MME can configure an E-RAB List with E-RAB ID within 0 to 15. If the UE is moving from one MME pool area or SGW service area to another, that area may support different maximum number of EPS bearer. The impact to the eNB would be the number of E-RAB to be Setup is changed or the eNB needs to release the E-RABs which cannot be supported by the core network, if UE moves from an area where core network supports 15 EPS bearer to an area doesn’t support. Current procedures can support these functions. So from RAN3 point, the SA2 assumptions are fine.

In the second part SA2 asked RAN3:

· SA2 ask RAN3 to clarify if current protocol design can support via error handling procedure non-homogeneous environment.

· Whether not taking the homogeneous under MME Pool Area/SGW serving area assumption would impact completion of INOBEAR Stage 3 in Release 15.
RAN3 Answer:

As discussed above, in S1 and X2 interface, E-RAB ID from 0 to 15 is already supported in pre-Release 15. If a pre-Release 15 eNB receives an X2 message containing E-RAB IDs exceed 8, for which the eNB can not configure, the eNB sends a list of E-RABs which failed to be established in the E-RABs Not Admitted List IE with proper cause value, e.g. unknown E-RAB Id to the source eNB. It is similar handling if the pre-Release 15 eNB receives a S1 message. It is understood that existing messages can be re-used if the eNBs connected to an MME Pool are not homogeneous.
RAN3 can therefore also answer that if homogeneity under the MME Pool Area/SGW serving area is not assumed then from RAN3’s perspective this would not impact the completion of INOBEAR Stage 3 in Release 15.
2. Actions:

To SA WG2:
ACTION: 
RAN3 respectfully requests SA2 to take the above into account.
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