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1. Overall Description:

SA2 thanks RAN3 for their LS S2-180729 / R3-175078 on including the Enhanced Coverage Restricted parameter in S1 PAGING message. 

Question: RAN3 would like to confirm with SA2, if SA2 uses the presence of the Assistance Data for CE Capable UEs IE to indicate if the UE is CE mode restricted or not.

Answer: SA2 do not uses the presence of the Assistance Data for CE Capable UEs IE to indicate if the UE is CE mode restricted or not. 

MME determines if the UE is CE mode restricted as follows – 

a) Based on Enhanced Coverage Restricted parameter stored in MME’s MM context. Enhanced Coverage Restricted parameter is received from the HSS as part of the subscription data. 

b) Based on CE mode B restricted parameter stored in MME’s MM context. MME derives CE mode B restricted parameter based on the UE usage type setting. 

SA2 confirms the RAN3 assumption that the MME includes the Enhanced Coverage Restricted parameter in the Paging message. 

Referring to TS 23.401 clause 4.3.27.1 and clause 4.3.28, SA2 considers this as the intended behaviour already in Rel-14, but has agreed the attached CR in order to clarify the use of a specific Enhanced Coverage Restricted parameter. The CR shows also the use of the CE mode B Restricted parameter in the Paging message.  

SA2 leaves it up to RAN3 to decide whether to encode the Enhanced Coverage Restricted parameter and the CE mode B Restricted parameter in the same IE or in two different IEs.

2. Actions:

To RAN3: 
SA2 kindly requests RAN3 to align their Rel-14 and Rel-15 specifications with this requirement to include the Enhanced Coverage Restricted and CE mode B Restricted parameter in the S1 PAGING message. 
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