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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 has investigated at RAN3#99 the handling of end marker packets in NG-RAN in three scenarios: intra-system handover, inter-system handover and UPF split scenario for MR-DC. 
RAN3 concluded that the behaviour of the NG-RAN will depend on whether the end marker generated by the UPF will carry the new 5GS GTP extension header (QFI, RQI, etc..)  (option 1) or not (option 2). 
Following the analysis attached to this liaison, RAN3 concluded that:

· Option 1 is preferred for intra-system handovers,

· Option 2 is preferred for inter-system handovers and UPF split in MR DC. 

However, given that the choice between option1 versus option 2 has different impact on the complexity of the SMF and UPF and that this impact also depends on which of the three scenarios above is considered, RAN3 welcomes feedback from SA2/CT4.
2. Actions:

To SA2 and CT4 group:
ACTION: 
RAN3 kindly ask SA2 and CT4 to take into account in their specifications the handling of end marker packets foreseen by RAN3 and feedback if needed. 
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