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8.3
UE Context Management procedures

8.3.1
UE Context Setup 

8.3.1.1
General
The purpose of the UE Context Setup procedure is to establish the UE Context including among SRB, and DRB data. The procedure uses UE-associated signalling.

8.3.1.2
Successful Operation
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Figure 8.3.1.2-1: UE Context Setup Request procedure: Successful Operation.

The gNB-CU initiates the procedure by sending UE CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message to the gNB-DU. If the gNB-DU succeeds to establish the UE context, it replies to the gNB-CU with UE CONTEXT SETUP RESPONSE.
If the gNB-DU UE F1AP ID IE is contained in the UE CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message, the gNB-DU shall regard that the UE-associated logical F1-connection has established.
If the SpCell ID IE and the SCell To Be Setup List IE is included in the UE CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message, the gNB-DU shall act as specified in TS 38.401 [4].

If the DRX Cycle IE is contained in the UE CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message, the gNB-DU shall use the provided value from the gNB-CU.

If the SRB To Be Setup List IE is contained in the UE CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message, the gNB-DU shall act as specified in TS 38.401 [4].

The gNB-DU shall report to the gNB-CU, in the UE CONTEXT SETUP RESPONSE message, the result for all the requested DRBs and SRBs in the following way:

-
A list of DRBs which are successfully established shall be included in the DRB Setup List IE;

-
A list of DRBs which failed to be established shall be included in the DRB Failed to Setup List IE;

-
A list of SRBs which are successfully established shall be included in the SRB Setup List IE;

-
A list of SRBs which failed to be established shall be included in the SRB Failed to Setup List IE.

When the gNB-DU reports the unsuccessful establishment of a DRB or SRB, the cause value should be precise enough to enable the gNB-CU to know the reason for the unsuccessful establishment.

For EN-DC operation, the gNB-CU shall include the E-UTRAN QoS IE. The allocation of resources according to the values of the Allocation and Retention Priority IE included in the E-UTRAN QoS IE shall follow the principles described for the E-RAB Setup procedure in TS 36.413 [15].

If the gNB-CU received the MeNB Resource Coordination Information as defined in TS 36.423 [9], it shall transparently transfer it to the gNB-DU via the Resource Coordination Transfer Container IE in the UE CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message. The gNB-DU shall use the information received in the Resource Coordination Transfer Container IE as described in TS 36.423 [9] for reception of MeNB Resource Coordination Information at the gNB acting as secondary node.

If the Resource Coordination Transfer Container IE is included in the UE CONTEXT SETUP RESPONSE, the gNB-CU shall transparently transfer this information for the purpose of resource coordination as described in TS 36.423 [9].

8.3.1.3
Unsuccessful Operation
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Figure 8.3.1.3-1: UE Context Setup Request procedure: unsuccessful Operation.

If the gNB-DU is not able to establish an F1 UE context, or cannot even establish one non-GBR bearer it shall consider the procedure as failed and reply with the UE CONTEXT SETUP FAILURE message.

If the gNB-DU is not able to accept the SpCell ID IE in UE CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message, it shall reply with the UE CONTEXT SETUP FAILURE message.
If the gNB-DU UE F1AP ID IE is contained in the UE CONTEXT SETUP FAILURE message, the gNB-CU shall release the corresponding UE-associated logical F1-connection.
8.3.1.4
Abnormal Conditions

Not applicable.

8.3.2
UE Context Release Request (gNB-DU initiated)  

8.3.2.1
General

The purpose of the UE Context Release Request procedure is to enable the gNB-DU to request the gNB-CU to release the UE-associated logical F1-connection. The procedure uses UE-associated signalling.

8.3.2.2
Successful Operation
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Figure 8.3.2.2-1: UE Context Release (gNB-DU initiated) procedure. Successful operation.

The gNB-DU controlling a UE-associated logical F1-connection initiates the procedure by generating a UE CONTEXT RELEASE REQUEST message towards the affected gNB-CU node. 

The UE CONTEXT RELEASE REQUEST message shall indicate the appropriate cause value.

Interactions with UE Context Release procedure:
The UE Context Release procedure may be initiated upon reception of a UE CONTEXT RELEASE REQUEST message. 

8.3.2.3
Abnormal Conditions

Not applicable.

8.3.3
UE Context Release (gNB-CU initiated)

8.3.3.1
General

The purpose of the UE Context Release procedure is to enable the gNB-CU to order the release of the UE-associated logical connection. The procedure uses UE-associated signalling.
8.3.3.2
Successful Operation
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Figure 8.3.3.2-1: UE Context Release (gNB-CU initiated) procedure. Successful operation.

The gNB-CU initiates the procedure by sending the UE CONTEXT RELEASE COMMAND message to the gNB-DU. 

Upon reception of the UE CONTEXT RELEASE COMMAND message, the gNB-DU shall release all related signalling and user data transport resources and reply with the UE CONTEXT RELEASE COMPLETE message.

8.3.3.4
Abnormal Conditions

Not applicable.

8.3.4
UE Context Modification (gNB-CU initiated)
8.3.4.1
General
The purpose of the UE Context Modification procedure is to modify the established UE Context, e.g., establishing, modifying and releasing DRB and SRB resources. This procedure is also used to command the gNB-DU to stop data transmission for the UE. The procedure uses UE-associated signalling.

8.3.4.2
Successful Operation
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Figure 8.3.4.2-1: UE Context Modification procedure. Successful operation.
The F1AP UE CONTEXT MODIFICATION REQUEST message is initiated by the gNB-CU.

If the SpCell ID IE and the SCell To Be Setup List IE is included in the UE CONTEXT MODIFICATION REQUEST message, the gNB-DU shall act as specified in TS 38.401 [4].

If the DRX Cycle IE is contained in the UE CONTEXT MODIFICATION REQUEST message, the gNB-DU shall use the provided value from the gNB-CU.

If the SRB To Be Setup List IE is contained in the UE CONTEXT MODIFICATION REQUEST message, the gNB-DU shall act as specified in the TS 38.401 [4].

If the DRB To Be Setup List IE is contained in the UE CONTEXT MODIFICATION REQUEST message, the gNB-DU shall act as specified in the TS 38.401 [4].

Upon reception of the UE Context Modification Request message, the gNB-DU shall perform the modifications, and if successful reports the update in the UE CONTEXT MODIFICATION RESPONSE message.

If the UE CONTEXT MODIFICATION REQUEST message contains the Transmission Stop Indicator IE, the gNB-DU shall stop data transmission for the UE. It is up to gNB-DU implementation when to stop the UE scheduling.

If the gNB-CU received the MeNB Resource Coordination Information as defined in TS 36.423 [9], after completion of UE Context Setup procedures, the gNB-CU shall transparently transfer it to the gNB-DU via the Resource Coordination Transfer Container IE in the UE CONTEXT MODIFICATION REQUEST message. The gNB-DU shall use the information received in the Resource Coordination Transfer Container IE as described in TS 36.423 [9] for reception of MeNB Resource Coordination Information at the gNB acting as secondary node.

If the Resource Coordination Transfer Container IE is included in the UE CONTEXT MODIFICATION RESPONSE, the gNB-CU shall transparently transfer this information for the purpose of resource coordination as described in TS 36.423 [9].
If the CU to DU RRC Information IE is contained in the UE CONTEXT MODIFICATION REQUEST message, the gNB-DU shall perform the RRC information update, and if successful reports the update in the UE CONTEXT MODIFICATION RESPONSE message.
8.3.4.3
Unsuccessful Operation
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Figure 8.3.4.3-1: UE Context Modification procedure. Unsuccessful operation.
In case none of the requested modifications of the UE context can be successfully performed, the gNB-DU shall respond with the UE CONTEXT MODIFICATION FAILURE message with an appropriate cause value. 

If the gNB-DU is not able to accept the SpCell ID IE in UE CONTEXT MODIFICATION REQUEST message, it shall reply with the UE CONTEXT MODIFICATION FAILURE message.

8.3.4.4
Abnormal Conditions

Not applicable.

8.3.5
UE Context Modification Required (gNB-DU initiated)
8.3.5.1
General
The purpose of the UE Context Modification Required procedure is to modify the established UE Context, e.g., modifying and releasing DRB and SRB resources. The procedure uses UE-associated signalling.

8.3.5.2
Successful Operation
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Figure 8.3.5.2-1: UE Context Modification Required procedure. Successful operation.
The F1AP UE CONTEXT MODIFICATION REQUIRED message is initiated by the gNB-DU.

The gNB-CU reports the successful update of the UE context in the UE CONTEXT MODIFICATION CONFIRM message. 

If the Resource Coordination Transfer Container IE is included in the UE CONTEXT MODIFICATION REQUIRED, the gNB-CU shall transparently transfer this information for the purpose of resource coordination as described in TS 36.423 [9].

If the gNB-CU received the MeNB Resource Coordination Information as defined in TS 36.423 [9], after completion of UE Context Modification Required procedures, the gNB-CU shall transparently transfer it to the gNB-DU via the Resource Coordination Transfer Container IE in the UE CONTEXT MODIFICATION CONFIRM message. The gNB-DU shall use the information received in the Resource Coordination Transfer Container IE as described in TS 36.423 [9] for reception of MeNB Resource Coordination Information at the gNB acting as secondary node.

If the DU to CU RRC Information IE is contained in the UE CONTEXT MODIFICATION REQUIRED message, the gNB-CU shall accept or reject the update.
8.3.5.3
Abnormal Conditions

Not applicable.
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