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Attachments:
-
1. Overall Description:

As part of a liaison exchange between RAN2, SA2, and CT1, SA1 was asked the following question by CT1:
3GPP TSG CT WG1 asks SA1 group to confirm that there is a service requirement for the UE to perform PLMN selection when the UE is in the RRC inactive state at the Access Stratum.

In this liaison exchange, other groups have previously commented:
RAN2 assumption 3:
RAN2 also concluded that AS support for PLMN selection (i.e. providing available PLMNs to NAS) is feasible in RRC_INACTIVE mode. However, it should be confirmed by SA2 and CT1 whether PLMN selection is supported in RRC_INACTIVE mode.

SA2 answer 3: 

From overall system design perspective, SA2 believes PLMN selection in RRC_INACTIVE should be supported. However, SA2 recognizes that PLMN selection procedures are defined by CT1, and would like CT1 to confirm.

CT1 answer:

CT1 position is that it is desirable for the UE in 5GMM-CONNECTED (CM-CONNECTED) with RRC inactive to perform some form of PLMN selection as in 5GMM-IDLE (CM-IDLE). The feasibility of PLMN selection in 5GMM-CONNECTED with RRC inactive, and the extent to which the PLMN selection procedure in 5GMM-CONNECTED with RRC inactive would follow the PLMN selection procedure in TS 23.122, are FFS. Since the service requirements for PLMN selection come from SA1, CT1 would like SA1 to confirm that there is a service requirement for the UE to perform PLMN selection when the UE is in the RRC inactive state at the Access Stratum.    

Whilst not explicitly mentioned in TS 22.261, SA1 understands that the overall system design of RRC_INACTIVE is for both the UE and the network to keep some context information while the UE becomes inactive to enable a quick and lightweight transition from inactive to active data transmission. UEs which are put in RRC_INACTIVE may spend a large amount of time in that state, possibly more than in RRC_IDLE. Consequently, if they do not perform PLMN selection in RRC_INACTIVE, they might stay on the PLMN that is not the highest priority available PLMN until they go back to RRC_IDLE, which is not desirable. For this reason, SA1 agrees that PLMN selection as per 5GMM-IDLE should be supported with RRC_INACTIVE.
2. Actions:

To RAN2, SA2, and CT1 groups.

ACTION: 
SA1 asks RAN2, SA2, and CT1 to take the above answer into account.
3. Date of Next TSG SA WG1 Meetings:

SA1#81
5-9 Feb 2018
  
Fukuoka, Japan

SA1#82
7 - 11 May 2018   

Dubrovnik, Croatia
