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1
Overall description

SA WG2 sent "LS on UE Radio Capability handling for Option 3/3a/3x" (S2-172395) that indicated:
"SA2 would prefer that the MME continues to only store a single UE Radio Capability IE, i.e. the "New Radio" capabilities are encoded within the existing S1-AP UE Radio Capability IE and are invisible to the MME."
RAN WG2 responded to this LS in R2-1703985 indicating:
"RAN2 confirms that there will be no additional impact to the MME compared to the current LTE operation in order to store the radio capability for Option 3/3a/3x.

This means that MME will only store one radio capability container which includes NR capability in addition to LTE and LTE-NR dual connectivity capability. The encoding of the capabilities inside the container is invisible to the MME."
SA WG2 further asks RAN2/RAN3 whether the same assumption that is mentioned above is also foreseen for the encoding of radio capabilities of LTE, NR and dual connectivity of LTE with NR for NG-RAN options (option 2, 5, 7).
RAN3 discussed the UE radio capability handling for NG-RAN and decided to use the same principle and similar procedure used for LTE:

   -  UE Radio Capability IE in NG will refer to the appropriate RRC IE in TS 38.331 (on the assumption that RAN2 will define this as a single IE comprising all capabilities related to options 2, 5 and 7)
   -  UE Radio capability is uploaded to 5GC in NGAP UE Capability Info Indication procedure 
   -  UE Radio capability is downloaded from 5GC to NG-RAN in NGAP Initial UE Context Setup procedure.
RAN3 kindly asks SA2 and RAN2 to take above information into consideration.

2
Actions

To SA2 and RAN2
ACTION: 
RAN3 kindly asks SA2 and RAN2 to take above information into consideration.

3
Dates of next TSG SA WG2 meetings

TSG RAN WG3 NR Ad Hoc
22 January- 26 January 2018

Sophia-Antipolis, France
TSG RAN WG3 NR Ad Hoc
26 February - 2 March 2018

Athens, Greece
