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1 Introduction

As guided by the chairman, SA-related parts (if any) need to be removed from Draft TS 38.47x before submitting to RAN #78 for approval. Each Rapporteur of the affected TS 38.47x shall prepare two output documents to be agreed during e-mail discussion following RAN3 #98:

1) The Draft TS 38.47x containing only NSA parts, to be submitted to RAN for approval;

2) The pCR containing only SA parts, if any, to be agreed as BL (and then resubmitted to the January AdHoc).At the RAN3#97-bis, it was agreed to enable two enhancements for the UP:

This contribution discussed the separation for TS38.475.
2 Discussion
Reviewing the contents in TS38.475v0.3.0, (almost) all the functions are common for SA and NSA. The only function that needs to be discussed is about Centralized Retransmission. 
If only see stage 3 in TS38.475, it seems the function is not only for SA. But if consider the discussed scenario and the agreed overall procedure in stage 2, the function is for multi-connectivity case. In this case, the UE should access to at least two gNB-DUs simultaneously. For NSA, the UE should support at least three MAC entities (one MAC is in eNB, two other MACs are in two gNB-DUs separately). This scenario is not supported by RAN2 so far. For SA, it is a feasible scenario that the UE could access to two gNB-DUs simultaneously.
Observation: Multi-connectivity for NSA (i.e. UE connects to two DUs in NSA) is not supported by RAN2 so far.
8.3.1
Centralised Retransmission in Intra gNB-CU Cases

This mechanism allows to perform the retransmission of the PDCP PDUs that are not delivered by a gNB-DU (gNB-DU1) because the corresponding radio links toward the UE are subject to outage, When such outage occurs, the gNB-DU affected by outage informs the gNB-CU of such event. gNB-CU can switch transmission of data traffic, as well as retransmission of undelivered PDCP PDUs, from the gNB-DU affected by outage to other available gNB-DUs (e.g. gNB-DU2 in Figure 8.3.1-1) with a well-functioning radio link toward the UE. 
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Figure 8.3.1-1 Procedure for centralised retransmission in intra gNB-CU scenarios

The mechanism is shown in Figure 8.3.1-x and targets the multi-connectivity scenario, where a UE is served by multiple DRBs established at least on two DUs, and it includes the following steps:
Proposal: It is proposed for RAN3 to decide whether centralised retransmission should be moved to the baseline CR for TS38.475.

3 Conclusion

If RAN3 agreed to move centralized retransmission to the baseline CR for TS38.475, then all other parts should be kept in TS38.475 submitted to RAN#78 for approval. 
Otherwise, no separation is needed for TS38.475 at this moment.
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