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1. Introduction
RAN#76 RP-171502 which has been endorsed and its one point with related to F1 interface: 

	Quoted from RP-171502:

· It is confirmed to keep the completion dates for NSA (Opt. 3 family) and SA (Opts. 2, 4, 5, 7 families)

· Aim for a resolution of general architecture issues, interface termination, node names issues, etc. by next quarter

· Given the consensus on making the F1 interface part of the Dec. 2017 deadline:

· F1 for Opt. 3 family only contains features which are strictly necessary (without precluding later enhancements)

· F1 completion date should not be impacted by e.g. CP-UP SI


2. Discussion

We also think that not all listed function (some are FFS) are needed for F1 interface to work when considering also the remaining time to complete the first phase of specifications. Basically the following F1 functions are necessary in order for the F1 interface to work for deployment opt 3 (EN-DC):
Necessary F1-C Functions:
· F1 Interface Management (F1 setup/release, F1 reset, F1 error indication) 
Open issues:

1) Information to be carried over F1 setup
2) Need for CU (and/or DU) configuration update procedure depends on what information to be exchanged over F1 Setup.
· UE context management / Bearer management 
Whether these functions can be combined, e.g. UE context could be created automatically at first UE-associated procedure. Definition of UE context in CU & DU is also FFS.
· RRC message transfer
RAN3 already agreed to use F1-C to transfer RRC message.
· System Information handling 
It is understood that the MIB is essential for NSA.
We propose:

Proposal 1: RAN3 to prioritize work (i.e. discuss/study/specify) on necessary limited functions in F1 interface in order to complete specification in Ph1 (Dec 17, ASN.1 freeze in Mar 18) support opt 3 deployment (EN-DC).
Those necessary functions are: F1 Interface Management, UE context management / Bearer management, RRC message transfer, System Information handling.
More importantly, the stage 2 signalling message flow for the opt 3(EN-DC) combine with the CU-DU architecture shall be first finalized so can have clear work for stage 3 protocol message and information elements.
Proposal 2: the stage 2 signalling message flow for the opt 3(EN-DC) combine with the CU-DU architecture shall be first finalized.
3. Conclusion and Proposal
This paper propose
Proposal 1: RAN3 to prioritize work (i.e. discuss/study/specify) on necessary limited functions in F1 interface in order to complete specification in Ph1 (Dec 17, ASN.1 freeze in Mar 18) support opt 3 deployment.

Those necessary functions are: F1 Interface Management, UE context management / Bearer management, RRC message transfer, System Information handling (only on MIB).
Proposal 2: the stage 2 signalling message flow for the opt 3(EN-DC) combine with the CU-DU architecture shall be first finalized
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