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Discussion
1. Introduction
Slice information among neighbor gNBs can be utilized for the service continuity and mobility management. To this end, slice information can be exchanged between neighbor gNBs over Xn during Xn Setup procedure [1]. This paper discusses the slice information exchange over NG interface in cases when Xn connection is not available.
2. Discussion
It is agreed in RAN3 that Xn set-up procedure can include slice information exchange. In particular, the procedure is captured in the following, as illustrated in Figure 1 [1].

The gNB1 may include the S-NSSAI List IE in the XN SETUP REQUEST message. The candidate gNB2 may also include S-NSSAI List IE in the XN SETUP RESPONSE message. The gNB receiving the IE may use it accordingly.
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Figure 1: Xn Setup, successful operation

Accordingly, slice information can be retrieved over the Xn interface. However, Xn connection may not always be available between the gNBs. Yet, the slice information of the gNBs can be utilized for service continuity and mobility management, such as, for NG based handover procedure. For example, without slice information of the target gNB, the source gNB would need to send the handover request to the AMF for each UE-target gNB combination even though the slice associated with the UE is not supported. Obtaining slice information before mobility decision can therefore reduce delays and signaling overhead.  
Observation 1: Slice information of neighboring gNBs can be utilized for service continuity and mobility management even when Xn connection is not available. 

The slice information of the gNBs can be considered to be exchanged over NG interface through AMF, e.g., similar to TNL address discovery. The slice information can be in terms of S-NSSAI lists for the supported slices of neighboring gNBs.
Proposal 1: It is proposed to consider slice information exchange procedure over NG interface.
3. Conclusion
In this contribution, we highlight the need of slice information exchange over NG interface when Xn connection is not available. The following observation and proposal are made.
Observation 1: Slice information of neighboring gNBs can be utilized for service continuity mobility management even when Xn connection is not available.
Proposal 1: It is proposed to consider slice information exchange procedure over NG interface.
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