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Introduction
The issue of “Common Core” (aka “Access Agnostic Core”) has been discussed in RAN3#95-bis and certain agreements have been reached. 
We believe that one of the conceptual difficulties is the wrong terminology, which is the issue we try to address in this paper. Additionally, we look into potential differences between 3GPP and non-3GPP procedures defined in TS 23.502 [1] and how these affect RAN3 work.
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Discussion
The SA2 specification TS 23.502 [1] contains a set of procedures for non-3GPP access, which are based on the procedures defined for 3GPP access. Nevertheless, these are separate procedures and even though they do have substantial commonality, it is clear that the 5GC is not truly access agnostic. Therefore, we believe that the term “access agnostic core” does not describe the situation precisely and more appropriate term would be “common core” or “common 5GC” to refer to the functionality (already agreed and being worked on in SA2) that 5GC supports both 3GPP and non-3GPP access networks (AN). 

Based on the considerations above we therefore propose to adopt the terminology “common core/5GC” and “common NG interfaces” instead of “access agnostic core/access agnostic interfaces”.

Proposal 1: to adopt the terminology “common core”, “common 5GC” and “common NG interfaces” when referring to the capability of the 5GC and the NG interfaces to support 3GPP and non-3GPP accesses.

To recap, these are the agreements from RAN3#95-bis:
	NG Principles:

P1 Interface is designed targeting gNB as the RAN endpoint

P2  Other possible nodes are assumed to support “NG terminating functionality”

P3  AMF is assumed to be access aware via e.g. TAI 

P4 Messages may include access-specific optional IEs as needed (whether these are simply added in a flat manner, or whether optional access-specific IE groups are defined is FFS).


Based on the above agreements it is clear that the NG-C and NG-U interfaces can be used for non-3GPP access and we believe that this functionality should be reflected in a short stage-2 description for TS 38.300, which is provided below.

Proposal 2: to adopt a short description of the common 5GC functionality to support 3GPP and non-3GPP access networks.
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Conclusions and proposals
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TP for TS 38.300
2.1     4.1
Overall Architecture

The New Generation Access Network (NG-RAN) consists of gNBs and/or eNBs, providing the user plane and control plane protocol terminations towards the UE. The gNBs and eNBs are interconnected with each other by means of the Xn interface. The gNBs and eNBs are also connected by means of the NG interfaces to the 5GC, more specifically to the AMF (Access and Mobility Management Function) by means of the NG-C interface and to the UPF (User Plane Function) by means of the NG-U interface (see 3GPP TS 23.501 [3]).
The NG-RAN architecture with gNBs is illustrated in Figure 4.1-1 below. The NG-RAN architecture with eNBs is depicted in 3GPP TS 36.300 [2].
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Figure 4.1-1:
Overall Architecture
The NG interfaces also support connectivity of the common 5GC to the non-3GPP access.
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