3GPP TSG RAN WG3 Meeting #95bis
R3-171117
Spokane, USA; April 03rd – 07th  2017
Title:
[DRAFT]
 LS on slice re-mapping during connected mode mobility
Response to:
LS on Network Slicing and QoS for new radio (R3-170316 / S2-170603)
Release:
Rel-15
Work Item:
NR_newRAT -Core
Source:
[Nokia] (will be RAN WG3)
To:
SA2
Cc:


Contact Person:


Name:
Philippe Godin
Tel. Number:
+33 1 30 77 0304
E-mail Address:
philippe.godin@nokia.com
Attachments:


1. Overall Description:

RAN3 has discussed the reply LS from SA2 answering questions on slicing and in particular the following answer on slice availability and mobility in connected mode:

Ans2: In connected mode, it is at present not clear yet if cell selection procedures should be sensitive to slices. When a UE exits the TA (list) where uniform support of slices is expected, a TAU procedure is expected to align the set of slices supported in the new TA(list) between UE and network. 
RAN3 has started to study use cases of Xn-based handover across registration area where some slices supported by the source gNB are no longer supported at the target gNB. In particular, RAN3 has analysed whether slice re-mapping could take place during such handover so that the involved PDU sessions could continue under a different slice as part of the “alignment” mentioned in SA2 LS referenced above.

However RAN3 was unsure whether:

· Such use cases need to be supported,

· This would contradict section 5.15.5 of latest SA2 specification TS 23.501. 

RAN3 would appreciate guidance on this topic from a system level point of view.

2. Action:

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
RAN3 kindly asks SA2 to provide guidance on whether continuation of PDU sessions mapped onto different slices is possible at handover time when the source and the target gNB don’t support the same slice configuration (inter-registration area case). 
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