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Discussion
The NR Stage 2 rapporteur has proposed to use the TS 36.300 structure as the basis for TS 38.300.  It will provide an overview of the NG system by describing all aspects affecting radio protocols (including overviews of L1, CN functional split, security, network interfaces, etc.) [1].
However, the rapporteur has also proposed to offload the more detailed RAN3-specific aspects to RAN3-owned specification(s) to make the stage 2 maintenance simpler and efficient.  Some candidates for offloading include:

-
NG interface procedures (section 19 in TS 36.300 structure)
-
Xn interface procedures (section 20 in TS 36.300 structure)

-
Self-configuration and self-optimisation other than ANR (section 22.4 in TS 36.300 structure)
There are several options for capturing the RAN3-specific stage 2 text:
1)
Use TS 38.401 (Architecture description), TS 38.410 (NG general aspects and principles), and TS 38.420 (Xn general aspects and principles); or
2)
Create a new Stage 2 specification owned by RAN3; or
3)
Some combination of 1) and 2) above.
Option #1 would be preferred to avoid unnecessary proliferation of specifications.
Proposal 1:
Stage 2 for NG interface procedures should be captured in TS 38.410.

Proposal 2:
Stage 2 for Xn interface procedures should be captured in TS 38.420.

Proposal 3:
Any other RAN3-specific stage 2 not captured elsewhere can be added in TS 38.401.
The terminology used in TS 38.300 is summarized in [2], and this same terminology should be used consistently within RAN3 specifications as well, namely:
1. NG-RAN is used as agreed by RAN.

2. NG and NR are used in a monolithic fashion as suggested in RAN.

3. The naming of the core follows TS 23.501 i.e. 5GC.

4. The naming of the interfaces towards the core follows TS 23.501 i.e. N2/N3.

The above terminology has implications not only to RAN3 specification text, but to the naming of RAN3 specifications as well (e.g. NGAP => N2AP).
Proposal 4:
RAN3 to align with the 38.300 terminology conventions listed in [2].
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