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1
Way forward
RAN3 had long discussions on the topic of RAN split architectures. It is common understanding that the study of lower layer split is not complete and that it needs further work before a decision can be taken to start a normative phase. In the spirit of compromise and also considering the discussion results and strict schedule for NR in Release 15, the source companies would like to propose: 
Proposal 1: It is proposed to agree to the following conclusion on the study of low layer RAN split architectures in TR 38.801:

“The study on lower layer split RAN architectures is not complete and it needs further study outside the context of the NG New RAT study. Further study is required to assess requirements, feasibility and selection of options based on NR, to enable a decision to go to specification phase. The study showed that low layer options 6 and 7 are the most favoured so far.”

Proposal 2: RAN3 recommends that further study on low layer split architectures should be re-opened. Some companies believe this study should be completed by end of 2017 when the PHY design is stable enough (i.e. in Dec 2017). The further study should re-open discussions carried out in RAN3, where needed, based on NR, including further requirements, feasibility and, if needed, including down selection.
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