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Conclusions
For Lower layer split options, RAN3 conclusion is that Option 6 and Option 7 are the most interesting options and are also technically feasible. Normative work for lower layer split options should be started focusing on Option 6 and Option 7. For down selection of the options in the normative work phase, practical configurations (e.g. bandwidth, MIMO layers and antenna ports) and CU-DU link bandwidths should be considered.
Considering the amount of technical work identified during the feasibility study, a stepwise approach is proposed for the standardization of lower layer split in the Rel-15 normative phase with limited level of details, as follows:

Step 1: Identification of Stage 1 level requirements and down selection of the options (Opt. 6 and Opt. 7-1/7-2/7-3) for uplink and downlink – [3 months]

Step 2: Specification of Stage 2, including (a) architecture, (b) function distribution between CU and DU, and (c) functions of the CU-DU interface and related procedures, for the selected option(s)


