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1   Introduction
In RAN3#94, two solutions (R3-163212) were captured for taking into account X2 link characteristics in eComp operation. The second solution were added with an FFS and this paper propose to remove this FFS. The paper also suggests to capture an evaluation of the method.
2   Discussion
The solution is currently described as follows:
eNBs could monitor the performance of the X2 link by means of transport network monitoring tools. If the backhaul performance of the interface between one eNB and eNBs constituting the main source of interference for UEs to be handled via CoMP is not sufficient to guarantee optimal CoMP efficiency, the CoMP function is turned off for such UEs or the periodicity of the CoMP measurement reporting and/or CoMP information can be adjusted until conditions resume to acceptable performance levels.

If the problems persist, OAM could collect information about the X2 link characteristics from certain eNBs, make a decision of cooperation area and configure the eNBs accordingly 

As indicated, the solution relies on a step wise approach where two existing mechanisms are used together to achieve a robust solution that is able to react quickly to any problems. 

The first part relies on existing methods in X2AP, where the eNB would either stop including, or reduce the frequency when including the CoMP Information IE in  LOAD INFORMATION and/or may choose to use RESOURCE STATUS REQUEST to stop or reconfigure the eCoMP related measurements. This decision can be based on e.g. round trip delay measurements measured by the eNB on IP level. 

The latter part relies on OAM to collect information, make decisions and configure the network accordingly using existing methods to assign cooperation areas. Information required in this step may include any measurements relative to the performance of the X2 link and corrective actions due to X2 performance, taken by the involved eNB in the previous step. The latter is not yet reflected in the solution description.
Proposal 1: Remove the FFS for solution 2 and add that information regarding actions, relative to X2 performance, performed by the eNB should also be reported to OAM.
3   Conclusion and Proposal
We propose
Proposal 2: Remove the FFS for solution 2 and add that information regarding actions, relative to X2 performance, performed by the eNB should also be reported to OAM.
We also propose to capture the proposed updates in the annex.
Annex A – Text proposal
6.2
Solution #2: Use of CoMP and Coordination Area allocation taking into account degraded X2 link 
6.2.1
Solution description

eNBs could monitor the performance of the X2 link by means of transport network monitoring tools. If the backhaul performance of the interface between one eNB and eNBs constituting the main source of interference for UEs to be handled via CoMP is not sufficient to guarantee optimal CoMP efficiency, the CoMP function is turned off for such UEs or the periodicity of the CoMP measurement reporting and/or CoMP information can be adjusted until conditions resume to acceptable performance levels.
If the problems persist, OAM could collect information about the X2 link characteristics and any actions as described above from certain eNBs, make a decision of coordination area and configure the eNBs accordingly. 

This information can be measured or collected by the eNB on IP level.
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