3GPP TSG-RAN WG3 #95
R3-170545
Athens, Greece, 13 - 17 February 2017
Title:
Support for eLTE Slicing

Source:
Huawei

Agenda item:
10.4
Document for:
Discussion
1
Introduction
According to the definition of eLTE eNB [1], which refers to the evolution of eNB that supports connectivity to EPC and NGC, it is as a matter of course that eLTE eNB shall have the capability to support the network slicing deployed in NGC. This contribution aims to clarify that the RAN support of network slicing is applicable for both a gNB and an eLTE eNB for normative stage work in RAN3. 
2
Discussion
In the last RAN2#NR meeting, the following slice-related agreements have been achieved where eLTE eNB connecting to the NGC is stressed within the scope of support of network slicing in RAN [2]. 
Agreements:

1:
RAN2 understanding is that traffic for different slices is handled by different PDU sessions.

2
Network can realise the different network slices by scheduling and also by providing different L1,2 configurations.

3
UE should be able to provide assistance information for network slice selection in RRC message, if provided by NAS.

FFS whether it is possible to provide different PRACH, access barring and congestion control information for different slices.

4
Above agreements and FFS are also applicable for LTE connected to 5G-CN.
However, after reviewing the existing RAN3 TR, it is noted that such a clarification is missed in the Section of Realization of Network Slicing. Therefore, it is necessary to complement the statement that network slicing support is also applicable to an eLTE eNB in addition to a gNB in RAN3 TR from the perspective of comprehensiveness and accuracy.

In order to facilitate network slicing in eLTE eNB, we see that the existing key principles of support network slicing in RAN captured in RAN3 TR should be applicable and reused for eLTE eNB. RAN signalling impacts specific to eLTE eNB could be further studied in normative stage. Therefore, we propose to update the key principles of support of network slicing in RAN captured in RAN3 TR accordingly [3].
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