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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 thanks SA5 for the feedback and questions on introducing two lengths for the eNB ID for Macro eNBs. RAN3 has discussed the questions and gives the following feedback.
Q: What criteria should be used for choosing 21 or 18 bits when creating the eNBId?

A: The selection of the length of the eNB ID is made by operator’s plan and deployment scenario. The 21bits eNB ID is used when the operator plan to deploy more eNBs in their network (e.g., more than 1.04 million eNBs with one PLMN), while 18bits eNB ID is used when the operator plan to deploy an eNB accommodate more than 256 cells.
How does a receiver of the eNB id know which length is used by the sender?

A: The new eNB IDs are added as new branches of a CHOICE type IE in S1AP, which are included in a backward compatible way. The target will know the length of the eNB ID via ASN.1 decoding.

2. Actions:

To SA5 group.

ACTION: 
RAN3 kindly asks SA5 group to the answers above.
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