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<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< Begin of  Changes >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

7.2
RAN-CN interface
7.2.1
RAN-CN interface connectivity scenarios

In order to support the options described in section 7.1, the following scenarios for connectivity between RAN consisting of E-UTRA and NR, and a CN consisting of an NGC and an  EPC should be considered in the discussions on RAN-CN interface definition . The connectivity scenario in figure 7.2.1-1 includes support for Option 3/3A, while figure 7.2.1-2 includes support for Option 2, Option 4/4A, Option 5, and Option 7/7A.
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Figure 7.2.1-1: E-UTRA and NR connected to the EPC. The CP between EPC and gNB is FFS, but any further discussion in RAN3 is dependent on RAN Plenary decision.
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Figure 7.2.1-2: E-UTRA and NR connected to the NGC (Note: In this scenario, eLTE eNB and gNB can be collocated.).
In order to support the options to allow integration of the EPS within the 5G System on NG interface level (as opposed to an integration on eLTE eNB level) the connectivity option in Figure 7.2.1-3 shows support of all options described in section 7.1 and also options that allow support of legacy E-UTRA connectivity options as specified in TS 36.300 [12] and other relevant specifications. Integration of EPS within the 5G System on NG interface level implies to include S1 interface functions into the set of NG functions detailed in section 7.2.3.
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Figure 7.2.1-3: New RAN supporting legacy E-UTRA function connected to NGC via NG supporting legacy S1 functions.
<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< End of Changes >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
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