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1 Overall description
RAN3 has been discussing the work item on Signalling reduction to enable light connection for LTE which was approved at RAN#71. The corresponding WID is available in RP-160540. During RAN3#93, the following agreements have been made.

“The anchor eNB maintains the S1 connection while the UE is lightly connected.

The anchor eNB initiates RAN paging when it receives the DL data from SGW and the anchor eNB decides which cells to page when it receives DL data. 

“
1) The following design principle was considered a working assumption at RAN3#93:
“

UE lightly connected is required to notify the network when it moves out of the configured RAN based paging area. The network can then decide to keep the UE in light connected mode or suspend the UE.

“

During RAN3#93bis, this design principle was further discussed (i.e. how the lightly connected UE is kept in light connection or suspended or released upon contacting the new eNB in another paging area): If the UE needs to be suspended, there is pending decision in RAN3 about how to perform this suspension. The two options being considered are the following:
· Option 1: old eNB to decide the suspension for the UE, send X2 suspend indication to the new eNB, and new eNB rejects the UE with suspend indication (to move the UE to Suspend as per Rel.13 Suspend procedure). 
· Option 2: X2 context retrieval + new eNB to decide and trigger UE suspend afterwards. The new eNB becomes the serving eNB. 
RAN3 would like to request RAN2 to consider the two options above and provide feedback on option 1:

 (Q1) considering option 1, whether a new eNB can suspend a previously lightly connected UE using RRC reject without retrieving the UE’s context upon receiving msg.3(when the UE moves outside of the paging area and has no MO data).
RAN3 requests SA3 to consider the two options above and provide feedback on the option 1:

(Q2) Is there any security issue with option 1 i.e. whether a new eNB can suspend a previously lightly connected UE using RRC reject without retrieving the UE’s context?
2
Actions
To RAN2: 
RAN3 would kindly ask RAN2 to respond to question Q1.
To SA3:
RAN3 would kindly ask SA3 to respond to question Q2.
3
Date of Next TSG-RAN WG3 Meetings
TSG RAN WG3 Meeting #94                14 - 18 Nov 2016          

Reno, Nevada, US
TSG RAN WG3 Meeting #95                13 - 17 Feb 2017


Athens, GR
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