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1. Introduction
WLAN is still deemed as important means for traffic offloading in 5G era, and based on experiences from 4G era, different Integration Mechanisms (maybe classified as “(high layer) loose interworking” and “(low layer) tight interworking/aggregation”) are pending for further discussing, among which the (e)LWA alike aggregation can be one of them at least. 
2. Discussion
According to the section 15 in TR 38.801[1], both eLTE eNB and NR gNB are supposed to support WLAN tight interworking or aggregation, where a Xw alike new direct interface can be configured inbetween. Note: there are some mistakes with Figure 15-1 left part in [1], which was meant for eLTE case actually; hence we correct it in the following TP for further discussions.

In case UE is connected to EPC, then the WLAN aggregation case is almost the same as (e)LWA before, hence Xw can be reused for the direct interface between eLTE eNB and WLAN unless other justifications are identified. Only when UE is connected to NGC, then the WLAN aggregation case can be different from (e)LWA before, e.g. CP/UP procedures, hence a new Xw* may be specified for the direct interface between eLTE eNB and WLAN. Therefore, we should focus on the latter case in the Figure 15-1 left part.
Unlike 4G era, where there were lots of WLAN APs serving in non-collocated manner from RAN node and the scale of LTE small cell deployment was still modest. In 5G era the scale of New RAN small cell deployment can be much bigger, hence it is quite typical for fresh new WLAN AP co-locating within small eNB/gNB on remote side, in such case, the direct interface is not needed. We tend to capture the WLAN co-locating deployment case as well.
Proposal 1: RAN3 is kindly to agree the proposed TP as below for tight interworking with non-3GPP systems.
3. Conclusion
TP for 38.801

--------------------------------------------Start of text proposal---------------------------------------------
4. 15
Interworking with non-3GPP systems
Editor’s notes: Capture non-3GPP interworking related aspects.



Figure 15-1: WLAN interworking with eLTE via inter node interface. In this scenario it is assumed that there is an interface between eLTE eNB and WLAN.
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Figure 15-2: NR gNB connected to the NGC, WLAN interworking with NR via inter node interface. In this scenario it is assumed that there is an interface between NR gNB and WLAN
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Figure 15-3: eLTE eNB and NR gNB co-sited with WLAN, or there is an internal interface in between.
-----------------------------------------------End of text proposal-------------------------------------------
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