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1. Introduction
In the RAN3#91bis, RAN functional split was discussed and a way forward [1] was endorsed. The way forward states as follows “For RAN functional split, all possible options in general as a baseline is listed with the understanding that it need to be revisited and for further study and need to have further coordination with RAN1/RAN2.”
Thus, this contribution proposes the work plan on RAN functional split.
2. Discussion
2.1. Background
In the RAN3#91bis, [2] was agreed. It includes all possible options as shown in Figure 1. Thus, RAN3 needs to compare these options. 
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Figure 1. Function Split between central and distributed unit in [2]

2.2. Work plan
To progress the discussion, this contribution proposes a work plan of coming meetings as follows.

Table 1 Proposed work plan

	
	Meeting
	Milestone

	1.
	RAN3#92
	Decision of Evaluation criteria(initial)

	2.
	(Email discussion between RAN3#92 and RAN3#93)
	Step1:Decision of Evaluation criteria(final) and clarifying unclear options

Step2:Comparing options based on Evaluation criteria

	3.
	RAN3#93
	Initial conclusion including  narrowing down of  the  options and discuss next steps


2.2.1. Decision of Evaluation criteria
Evaluation criteria should be identified to compare the split options. It can be discussed in RAN3#92. If some parts of evaluation criteria are not completed, e-mail discussion between meetings is very beneficial to prepare the decision of other WGs.
2.2.2. Clarifying unclear options
Option 4 and option 6 are unclear which function belongs to Central Unit or Distributed Unit because they are intra-layer split. Thus, if RAN3 studies these options, RAN3 firstly should clarify this point.

2.2.3. Comparing each option based on Evaluation criteria
Based on the decision of evaluation criteria, each option should be compared. The comparing table is proposed in [3]. And based on the comparison, the options should be narrowed down.
3. Conclusion

This contribution proposes following work plan on RAN functional split.
Table 1 Proposed work plan

	
	Meeting
	Milestone

	1.
	RAN3#92
	Decision of Evaluation criteria(initial)

	2.
	(Email discussion between RAN3#92 and RAN3#93)
	Step1:Decision of Evaluation criteria(final) and clarifying unclear options

Step2:Comparing options based on Evaluation criteria

	3.
	RAN3#93
	Initial conclusion including  narrowing down of  the  options and discuss next steps


Reference

[1] R3-161030, “NR discussion status in RAN3#91bis and way forward”, NEC
[2] R3-161013, “Function split between central and remote node”, Samsung
[3] R3-16xxxx, “The comparison table of Central Unit-Distributed Unit split options”, NTT DOCOMO, INC.
1
1

_1522226641.vsd
Data


PDCP


RLC


High-MAC


Low-MAC


High-PHY


Low-PHY


Data


PDCP


RLC


High-MAC


Low-MAC


High-PHY


Low-PHY


Option 4


RF


Option 3


Option 5


Option 6


RF


Option 2


Option 1


RRC


RRC


Option 7



