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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 thanks SA2 for their LS, and would like to provide some additional clarification as requested. The letters below refer to the numbering in SA2’s LS.

a. If the S-GW is configured to support both IPv4 and IPv6 at the same time, given that only one IP address version can be sent over S1, it seems appropriate that the MME should select the correct one according to the version used by the eNB over S1-MME. This also applies to HeNBs directly connected to the MME.

b. While internal MME behavior is out of RAN3 scope, RAN3 believes that criteria for IP version selection in the MME might include taking notice of the IP version from the eNB (or directly-connected HeNB) address, and/or local MME configuration; in any case, it seems best to leave such criteria to implementation. It is always possible for the MME to select different IP versions for different (H)eNBs, thereby supporting mixed deployments.

IP version selection in the MME can take place as discussed above also in case a HeNB GW is deployed. In that case, it seems possible to support mixed deployments via a combination of IP version selection in the MME and locally-configured HeNB GW policy, depending on whether the HeNB GW terminates UP or not. Due to the fact that address allocation and deployment strategies may differ greatly, it seems best to leave the details to implementation.
2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
RAN3 asks SA2 group to take the above into account.
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