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1 Introduction

RAN3 has been working on LTE specifications for several years, developing LTE protocols like S1AP, X2AP, and LPPa. ASN.1 coding is a considerable part of protocol development: current guidelines and principles are specified in [1] (formally under RAN2 responsibility), which however predates the introduction of LTE and has not been modified since Rel-7. Therefore, ever since its introduction ASN.1 coding in LTE has followed the same specification as UMTS.
With LTE well into its fifth release, we would like to discuss this situation.
2 Discussion
Guidelines and principles to be followed for ASN.1 coding are currently specified in [1]. That TR is under RAN2 formal responsibility but it includes RAN3-specific parts as well; it was introduced in Rel-99 and it was last modified in Rel-7. We notice that its last modification predates the introduction of all LTE protocols, so only UMTS protocols are explicitly mentioned. LTE ASN.1 coding, however, has generally been done by RAN3 according to [1].
Observation 1: ASN.1 coding in LTE has generally been done by RAN3 according to [1] even though [1] only refers to UMTS.
Proposal 1: RAN3 should discuss whether it is appropriate to revisit, for LTE only, the ASN.1 coding principles and guidelines set in [1].
In principle, there could be a number of options:

· Referencing LTE protocols in [1];

· Referencing [1] in e.g. Sec. 9 of [3], [4] and [5];

· Specifying guidelines applicable to LTE in a separate TR;

· Specifying guidelines applicable to LTE in a new section of [2].

Proposal 2: RAN3 should discuss the options above.

3 Conclusions and Proposal
For 5 releases, ASN.1 coding for LTE has been done according to guidelines which predate its introduction. We believe compliance has generally been high, yet it might be beneficial to discuss whether LTE should have its own ASN.1 coding rules and guidelines. We therefore propose:
Proposal 1: RAN3 should discuss whether it is appropriate to revisit, for LTE only, the ASN.1 coding principles and guidelines set in [1].
Proposal 2: RAN3 should discuss the options above.
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