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1 Introduction
At RAN3#84, the SeNB Initiated SeNB Modification procedure was discussed and, upon RAN2 question, whether steps 2 & 3 where needed.

It was then clarified at RAN3#84 that during the SeNB Modification procedure (SeNB triggered) the steps 2 & 3 are only needed for transfering the data forwarding addresses. This is because:

MeNB should provide data forwarding information before RRC procedure towards UE for efficiency
The answer LS to RAN2 is in [1].
This paper shows that steps 2 & 3 are an over specification if they are only to provide data forwarding addresses because there are other simpler ways to provide the addresses.
2 Description
The current call flow in 36300 is as follows:
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It was clarified in [1] that steps 2 & 3 are needed to include the data forwarding addresses in step 2 because the next message from MeNB to SeNB after step 2 is step 6 which comes too late i.e. after the RRC procedure towards the UE.
But there is another way to provide the data forwarding addresses before the RRC procedure which is cleaner because it avoids the two nested class 1 procedures. This other way is presented in the figure below:
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In the above call flow the SeNB Modification Required/confirm class 1 procedure has a different meaning whereby the Modification Confirm message provides an immediate acknwoledgement of the MeNB acceptation of the modification and may additionally provide the data forwarding addreses when needed.
The advanges of correcting the SeNB Modification Required/confirm class 1 procedure as above are multiple:

· It avoids nesting two class 1 procedures,

· The SeNB Reconfiguration Complete becomes the only one procedure to indicate the outcome of the RRC reconfiguration towards the UE: this procedure is already used for that purpose in the case of MeNB initiated modification, it is simpler if it is also used for that purpose in the case of SeNB initiated modification (instead of the SeNB Modification Required/confirm class 1 procedure).
· It makes the overall call flow simpler and faster. 

One disadvantage of correcting the SeNB Modification Required/confirm class 1 procedure as above might be raised that step 2 & 3 could be also needed so that step 3 can provide the RRC message to the MeNB when the step 1 could not?
However that argument doesn’t hold true any longer because:

· RAN3#84 has confirmed that the only use of steps 2 & 3 was to provide the forwarding addresses,

· There is no reason that RRC message cannot be provided in step 1 when needed. The misunderstanding that could have happened at RAN3#84 was that RAN2 was discussing in parallel that in the case of a SeNB initiated modification for DRB release the MeNB could probably generate itself the RRC message towards the UE in which case there would be no need of an RRC message in step 1. Obviously, the corrected call flow here-above can match any decision that RAN2 can eventually make on this particular point. 

3 Conclusion and Proposals 

This paper has shown that the currently defined SeNB Initiated Modification procedure presents an over-specified and useless nested class 1 procedures which could be avoided based on the conclusion and LS from RAN3#84 to RAN2.

It is therefore proposed to correct this procedure with the TS36.300 CR in [2] and TS 36.423 CR in [3].
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