3GPP TSG-RAN WG3 Meeting #85
R3-141818
Dresden, Germany, 18 – 22 August 2014
Agenda item:

5.1
Source:
Nokia Networks
Title:
Handover of low complexity UE
Document for:

Discussion and Decision

1 
Introduction

RAN2 has been discussing handling of low complexity (category 0) UE during handover, and has sent an LS to RAN3 on the topic [1].

According to the LS, RAN2 has concluded that “it is beneficial for a source eNB to avoid initiating a handover of a category 0 UE towards an eNB that does not comprehend the meaning of category 0 UEs” and requests RAN3 to “investigate if there are any RAN WG3 means to ensure this”.  

In this contribution, we discuss the above request from RAN2 and propose a way forward.
2 
Discussion
To ensure that a source eNB can avoid initiating a handover of a category 0 UE towards a cell that does not comprehend the meaning of category 0 UEs, the source eNB needs to have knowledge of the capabilities of the target cell.  Exchanging the capability information via X2AP signaling would be a simple solution that avoids reliance on O&M.  Therefore, the following is proposed:
Proposal:
Add a new IE to the Served Cell Information IE to indicate whether the cell supports/comprehends category 0 UEs.

An eNB receiving the IE shall, if supported, take it into account when deciding whether handover between the source cell and the target cell may be performed for a category 0 UE.
3
Conclusions

In this contribution, we provided our views on the handling of category 0 UE during handover, and proposed the following:
Proposal:
Add a new IE to the Served Cell Information IE to indicate whether the cell supports/comprehends category 0 UEs.

A CR to TS 36.423 reflecting the above proposal is provided in [2].
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