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1. Overall Description:

SA WG2 asked in their LS S2-141508 if the extension of MBMS Service Area Identities from 16bits to EUTRAN Cell which is 28 bits would have an impact to RAN WG 2 the specifications.
The MBMS Service Area was introduced in TS 36.331 in Release 11 within SIB 15 and it is used as:

· In RRC Idle mode it is used to provide prioritisation of the frequency on which the broadcast would occur; and
· In RRC connected mode it is used for MBMS interest indication, so that the UE can inform the eNB of the services it is interested in and e.g. encourage the eNB to keep the UE on the desired frequency.
The current coding of TS 36.331 within SIB 15 allows the advertisement of 64 sixteen bits MBMS service area IDs. 64 is the maximum number of MBMS service area identities broadcast per carrier frequency
In case the MBMS Service Area Identity is extended to 28 bits, RAN WG 2 will need:
· Extend the information sent in SIB 15 to include fields of SAIs with 28bits. This would raise the issue of backwards compatibility as legacy UEs would not understand the new SAI value

Question 1: RAN WG 2 would like to minimise changes to the radio interface and would like to understand more about the reasoning behind the change of the SAI from 16 to 28 bits in order to design the radio interface in a more efficient way
2. Actions:

To SA2: 
ACTION: 
RAN WG2 politely asks the SA2 groups to take the attached information into account and provide feedback 
3. Dates of next RAN 2 Meetings:
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